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QUESTION—PIGS.
As to Prices.

Mr. BERRY asked the Minister for Agni-
ceulture: 1, Is it considered that primary
producers in this State are receiving fair
treatment in eonnection with their pig sales?
2, Does he know whether at a recent sale at
Rallarat, backfatters or choppers made up
to £10, while at Katanning at the same time
prime pigs dvessing between 300 and 400
lhs. sold for about 45s5.9 3, Does he know
whether Ballarat haeoners were sold for
£5, while Katanning haconers ranged from
43s. 10 60s.7 4, Do the same firms or any
of them operate in all States? 5, Wonld he
consider installing weighing seales at neces-
sary country centres and arrange by legis-
Intion, or through the Price Fixing Com-
missioner, for pigs to he sold at so much
per 1b.? G, Does the Government take over
and pay for practically all export pigs at
the same price per lh. in all States?

The MININTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, The sndden changes in advice
eonsequent npon altevations in the terms
of contraet with the British (lovernment
have made the position diffieult. Tn view of
the rapidly ehanging policies the market has
heen unstalle and at times flooded with
nnsuitahle pigs. The Department of Apgri-
culture considers that buyers have endea-
voured to mele ont very fair freatment.
2, Reports from Vietoria indieate that prices
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of 4d. {v 4%d. per pound ave being paid
tor backfatters; corresponding prices in
this State range from 214d. to 234d. per
pound. In Victoria a good market exists
for this type of pig as large contracts for
enmied sausages have been let. 3, I hawe
been unable to obtain any information re-
garding the partienlar market referred to
hyv the hon. member, but the most recent
quotations available are as lollows:—
Brooklyn (Melbourne)—Prime baconers,
G4d, to G34d. per lh.; export baconers, Gd.
to 6Lod. per Ih. Midland Junetion—Bacon-
ers snitable for export and ioeal market,
Gilhd. per Ih. It is probable that the varin-
tions referred to have bren due to the dit-
ference in the quality of the pigs that bave
lreen submitted for sale. 4, Only one firm—
Foggitt Jones Pty., Ltd., operates in both
Yictoria and Western Ausiralia. 5, Foggitt
Jones Pty., Ltd., installed scales at several
eountry sidings some years ago, hut owing
to the desire of farmers to submit their pigs
for sale by auction all these seales, with
the exception of one, have since been re-
moved. 6, The conditions and price paid
for pig meat acquired under the terms of
the contraet with the British (lovernment
are the same in each State,

QUESTION—PHOSPHATE AND
COPRALITE.

Dandarragan Deposits,

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Industrial Develapment: 1, Have any tests
heen made of the phosphate and copralite
heds at Dandarragan? 2, If so, what ve-
sults were ohtained?

The MINISTER FOR [NDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT replied: 1, Yes, a survey
has heen made. 2, The survey indicated the
extent and quality of the deposit were helow
expeetntions, and did not warrant develop.
mmi,

QUESTION—DEFENCE.
Camp Sanitary

My, NORTH asked the Minister for
Health: Does the State Health Department
assnme any rvesponsibility regarding sani-
tary arrangements at-—(n) the Swanhonrna
forts: (h) the eamp at Clayemant?

Arrangemente.



1248

The MINISTER FPOR HEALTH veplied:
The Public Health Department assumes
no direct responsihility for sanitary arrange-
ments at Swanbourne forts or the Clave-
mont eamp, unless appealed to by the mili-
tary authorities or the local health author-
ity, which has eontrol in its own distriel.
The Swanbourne forts are situated in the
Nedlands road board district. The Clare-
mont camp is in the Claremont munieipal
health distriet,

QUESTION—MINING, VERMICULITE.

Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Does the quantity of vermiculite
produced in Western Australia in 1940 ve-
present the totnl demand for loeal require-
ments? 2, Does a market for the expansion
of the industry exist, and if it does, to what
extent? 3, Is there a treatment plant for
the manufacture of vermiculite in Western
Australia? 4, If not, where is treatment
carried out within the Commonwealth?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, It did in 1940, but new uses for the
mineral are developing. 2, The market is
an expanding one, partienlarly in view of
the prohibition of imports”hy the Commen-
wealth into Australia of vermiculite, Such
prohibition wax the vesult of representa-
tions by thix State, which is at present the
one commereial producer in Austealia. 3,
Yes.  Messrs. Banfield and Sons of Perth,
4, Replied to by answer No. 3.

QUESTION—WESTERN AUSTRALIAN
WAR INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE.

As to Release of Report.

Mr. BERRY (without notice) asked the
Premier: Has he veecived any farther inti-
mation from the Federal Government of its
intention to make public the report of the
Wostern Anstralian War Industries Com-
mittee of whirh Senator Collett was chair-
man?

The PREMTIER replied: 1 was in toueh
with the {hen Prime Minister two or three
weeks azo abont this matter, bat owing o
the disturhed politieal position T was nol
optimistic about seeuving a deeision at thai
stage. With the change in the Federal
Qovernment [ have communieated with the
present Prime Minister and hope to receive
a reply within a day or two.

{ASSEMBLY.]

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1. Marketing of Bues Regulation,
Introduced by Mr, Cross.
2, Law Heform Provi-
sions).
Introduced by Mr. MeDonald.

{ Miseellancous

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 2), £1,200,000.
Ntanding Ovrders Suspension.

On motion by the Premier, resolved—

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to enable resclutions
from the Committees of Supply and of Ways
and Means to be reported and udopted on the
same day on which they shall have passed those
committees, and also the passing of a Supply
Bill through all its stages in one day.

Message.

Message from the Lieut-Governor re-
ceived and read recommending appropria-
tion for the purposes of the Bill.

In Committee of Supply.
The House resolved into Committee of
Supply, Mr. Marshall in the Chair.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willroek—
Geraldton) [4.36]: T move—

That there be granted te His Majesty on
acconnt of the services of the year ending

the 30th June, 1942, a sum not oxceeding
£1,200,000.

The purpose of the Bill ahout io he infrn-
duced is to grant a further supply pending
the passage of the Estimates and the Ap-
propriation Bill.  The first supply Act of
this year provided from Consolidated He-
venne Fuand £1,850,000, from Genceral Loan
Fund £350,000, and from Advanee to Tres-
surer £300,000. The expenditure for the fiest
Supply granted has heen, from Consolidated
Revenue Fund £1,781,674 and from General
Loan Fund £183,891,

Hon., . i, Latham: Tow long will this
Supply last yon!

The PREMIER: To the end of next
month, November, and let us hope that ihe
Appropriation Bill will have heen passed by
then.  As the Estimales are now under dis-
vssion and members have full opporhunity
to deal with the varions votes, the secund
Supply Bill will not reguire any further
explanation, heing the measure customarily
introdneed at this time of the yeav.
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MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [4.38]: I re-
gret having to speak on this Bill, but owing
to the reply given to me by the Premier
yesterday, when I asked——

The CHATRMAN ; This is the resolution,
not the Bill itself. At the same time, the
hon. member ean speak at this stage.

Mr. SEWARD: Yesteray I asked the
Premier whether be would make an oppor-
tunity for the House to meet in secret ses-
sion, so that our knowledge of the war posi-
tion might be enlarged and memhers enabled
lo express their opinions on Western Aus-
tralia’s war effort. I regret that the Premier
could not see his way eclear to do that. T
fully recognise that it is a difficult matter
in view of the circumstance that the new
Federal Government has just taken over, but
we have ta face facts. I do not think any
moember of this Chamher or of another place
can view the present position with any feel-
ing of either satisfaction or comfort. If a
member e¢an do so, he has a very different
ountlook on the war position from mine.
Members of Parliament moving about the
State are constantly being asked their opin-
jons about the war and what progress this
State is making to fulfil its duty in that re-
spect. I do not wish to speak for other
members, but speaking for myself T will say
that all I ean do, in reply to such questions,
is to reiterate what I see in the daily Press.
We do not know what has been going on at
the various Fronts, and in my opinion the
time has arrived when we must get down to
husiness in that respeect.

A week or so ago I had a request from a
man who desired employment in the muni-
tions factory about to be set up in Western
Aunstralia.  Upon making inquiries T was
told that there were something like 4,000
applieations for about 1,500 positions, but
that in any ease work would not be started
until the end of January. If we are to go
along in this haphazard, go-as-you-pleasc
way, the first question to be asked is how
long the war will last. Where are we going
to be at the end of January? Our respon-
sible duty is to see that every possible man
is put to work on the erection of that fae-
tory so as to have it completed in the short-
est possible space of time.

The Premier: That has been done, has it
not?

Mr. SEWARD: I do not know, and I
would like to have an assurance that the
largest possible number of men shall be put
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on that work. Again, work should not be
going on for five days a week and seven
hours g day, but every day including Sun-
day from sun-up to sun-down. There shonld
be np stoppage of that work. What would
it matter if eventually we had to destroy
thousands of pounds’ worth of munitions
after we had won the war, compared with
heing short of the requirements of the men
at the Front? I have been talking with
some of the men who have returned from
the war, and my first question to them has
been, “Why is not something being done
with all the men on the Fronts9” ¥ do not
wish to say these things in the House, but
I am forced to do it. The replies of the re-
turned soldiers are to the effect that “we
have not been doing anything in Afriea be-
cause we have no munitions for our men.”
How long is that position to exist9

I think the Premier should make available
an opportenity for members to diseuss the
matter. I do not want it ventilated in the
Press, I care not if people call me a pessi-
mist. I would far rather have that than be
called an oplimist without any grounds for
optimism. And there are no grounds for
optimism today. The member for Kalgoor-
lie (Mr. Styants) recently made a statement
which we are entitled to regard as most seri-
ous. The hon. member has been in camp,
and he comes here and tells us there are not
the munitions in the camps for the training
of the men. Meantime all employers are be-
ing serviously ineonvenienced by reason of
men being called into eamp. The employers
do not mind that inconvenience, which they
regard as part of their share of the war
effort; but they have strong grounds for ob-
Jecting to men being simply called into ecamp
when they cannot undergo the full training
they ought to undergo.

These are matters which I think we should
discuss. T have had application after appli-
cation made to me to get men released for
the shearing and the harvest. The next
bateh of trainees going into camp is going
there for six months. This means that they
will be absent from some of the harvesting
and some of the seeding operations. Then, of
course, there comes the question of the ex-
penditure of public money. The Premier
has asked that a certain sum of money he
made available to the Government. As has
been pointed cut by other speakers in the
past, we do not seem to have the opportunity
to discuss the expenditure of any money un-
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til it has practically been allotted to differ-
ent purposes. Our control is negligible.
Our duty is to conserve as far as possible
all our financial resources so that we may
further our war aims, and relieve taxation
upon the individual to the utmost extent
possible, I have brought this matter before
the House because I felt it was my duty to
do so.

We should see that something is done to
speed up the war effort, and that Western
Australia and other parts of Australia do
their utmost to change the outlook of the
war. Let us consider the position in Russia!
Where should we be if—and God forbid—
Russia collapsed? The whole question is n
vital one for us. It is no use people sayiny
that the matter is one for the Federal Gov-
ernment, The matter is one for every Par-
liament in Aunstralia to take np. Everything
possible must be done by every responsible
authority to see that the whole of the re-
sources of this country are employed, regi-
mented and ysed for the sueccessful prosecu.
tion of the war.

HON, C. G. LATHAM (York) [452]:
The member for Pingelly (Mr. Seward)
has raised a very serious question, one
that should not be too greatly discussed
in public. I listened the other night to
the statements of the member for Kal-
goorlie (Mr, Styants). He is usually very
careful in presenting his faets, From my
knowledge of military affairs in this State
T cannot, however, agree as to the experi-
ence he says he has had in camps. My
cxperience is that at the Melville camp
the men are being well trained, and con-
sidering all things arve well equipped. Any-
one who has seen the parades that have
taken place in the city will agree that
the men must have been capably handled,
and that the marches have demonstrated
to the people in general that our soldiers
have acquired a great deal of military
knowledge whilst they have been in camp.
To eriticise is easy. I have refrained from
repeating things that have been said to
me, but it is difficalt to get to the fonnda-
tion of statements that have been made.

The people of this State to a ecertain
extent are placed somewhat differently
from people in the other States. Else-
where in Australia & good deal of Com-
monwealth money is heing expended on
the manufacture of war material, much
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more so than is the ease in this State.
As a consequence of that people over
there see the work that is actually being
done. A certain amount of work is, of
course, also being done in Western Aus-
tralin, We have not, however, as many
large engineering works, outside those
within the eontrel of the Government,
namely, the State Implement Works and
the Midland Junction \Workshops, as are
found in Eastern Austrelia. Very few of
our big cngineering works are being util-
ised for war purposes, although many of
our small works are being so used. If
members were to travel about they would
see that a fair amount of war work was
being done in this State. At the technical
college during the last 18 months or two
years many partially-trained young men
have been turned out and placed in vari-
ous undertakings.

The drawback here is that we have so
few trained men because their training
has heen restiricted. There was no voes-
tional training in Western Australia of
any aecount. The number of appren-
tices is limited, because trade unions be-
lieve in keeping the trades short supplied
with labour. 1 believe that to be so.

The Minister for Mines: No!

Hon, C. (i, LATHAM: Artisans are
coming to Western Australia from the
Eastern States and from oversea, and as
I have said before our own people are be-
eoming labourers to those artisans.

The Minister for Mines: Dozens of our
artisans are called over to the Eastern
States.

Hon. €, (. LATHAM: There is now a
shortage of labour in many trades. There
is a shortage of bricklayers. All that nas
oceurred in the last 18 months or two
years. I admit we cannot expect our
young men to be trained in five minutes.
A man has to spend five years in training
hefore he is qualified to take his proper
place in an engineering shop. We cannot
expect in so short a period as 18 months
to have fully qualified men.

Mr, W. Hegney: The Arhitration Court
lays down the regulations under which
that is governed.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Some arrange-
ment has been made between engineering
unions and the Federal Government
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wherehy young fellows may he partially
trained for muanitions work.

The Pyremier: That is going on here,
too.

Hon. C. (4. LATHAM: I have in-
stanced what is taking place at the tech-
nieal college. Members might be betfer
acinainted with what is going on if the
Government took them into its confidence.
That applies to both sides of the House.
T do not know that mueh would be gained
by the holding of a secret session of Par-
liament, but I feel that the Minister for
Railways might invite members from both
sides of the Chamber to see what is heing
done at the Midland Junetion Work-
shops.

The Minister for Railways: We
making arrangements for that.now.

Hon. . G, LATHAM: I have been
privileged in thai respect because I have
asserted myself. I have been through the
works, and spent a whole day in seeing
what is going on there. Probably I have
no right to say what is being done there.
That is not part of my duty.

The P’remier: It would be doing a dis-
service to the war effort if you did,

Hon. ¢. G, LATHAM: I ngree. I re-
gret  the momber for Pingelly found it
necessary to raise the question he did.
Every member, however, is entitled to worry.
We are all worried. We cannot view the
situation as it exists today without being
worried. If we have any respeet for the
freedom we have enjoyed in Australia, and
the responsibility we have of handing down
that freedom to those who sueceed us, we
_must worry about the future. The position
in Europe today is very serions. Probably
cven nearer home than that the position is
serions, The question is whether we ean do
more than we are doing at present.

Mr. Triat: We are doing very little at
present; indeed we may be said to be doing
little or nothing.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: T have tried to
find means whereby we can do more. Plenty
of work is available for us to do. I find
myself pretty busy at times, and returned
to Perth only at 4 o’clock this morning.
There is plenty of work for the member for
Mr. Magnet (Mr. Triat) to do. We could
readily find a job for him.

Mvr. Triat: In asking people to subscribe
to the war loan? Anyonc eould do that.

are
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Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That work has to
be done.

Mr. Warner: You would require to have
a tongh hide to ask a pensioner to subscribe
10s. towards the war loan,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The difficolty is
in getting people who are able to voice
their opinions to stand up before others
and ask for these loans. Members of this
Chamber are trained speakers, and it is not
diffieult for them to carry out that sort of
work. We have a duty to perform, and we
should point out to those who are left be-
hind what their responsibilities are. I have
said repeatedly on the public platform that
the public has no full realisation of what
actual warfare means.

Many people are still spending money in
directions where they could well refrain
from doing so, without any injury to them-
selves. The money they save they could
put into Government securities for expendi-
ture on war materials, We must continue
to find money for the various war works
that have to be carried out. That is the
big job of the entire community. The rais-
ing of loans was all right in days gone by
when reserve funds were available, Today
people have put a great deal of their money
into Commonwealth stocks, and it is not
now so easy to draw further supplies from
that source. I should be very glad to see
the member for Mt. Magnet go on a trip
or two that will soon be arranged, so that
he ean assist in inducing the people to make
their subscriptions to the current war loan.

Mr. Triat: I do not say that is easy.
Hon. . ¢. LATHAM: It is a big job.

The Minister for Mines: People in my dis-
trict are willing to give.

Hon. C. . LATHAM: Some are very
witling hut some are not, and it is the un-
willing ones we cannot contact. We can-
not have information reaching our oppo-
nents that we are not backing our Govern-
ment. T will make any effort I can in that
direction. I do not know whether the Pre-
mier will say that he sees no justification
for a secret session, and I do not know how
a new Government will be in a position to
help us. Tt will take some little time o
acquire the information. Many of the Min-
isters have not held office previously, and
they have to learn something of their re-
sponsihilities.
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The Premier: One of them said to me
over the telephone this morning, “I have not
warmed my chair yet.”

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not expect
impossibilities from them. The Premier
might give us an opportunity to see what is
actually being done in this State. The great
trouble at the moment is to get the necessary
machinery. I told a member of the Federal
Government that as soon as a machine has
to be made over in the East, an annexe is
ready to receive it, and then another annexe
is built. The result is that Western Aus-
tralia does not get the machines to which
it is entitled. I know works are being built
at Welshpool. I reised the point with Mr.
Essington Lewis thet it is no use spending
money building these places unless the
equipment will be put into them. He said
he did not know that he had any right to
discuss the matter with me; that the Pre-
mier and Federal representatives of this
State knew all about it.

The Premier: We do not know all, but
we do know something.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Premier does
not know whether we will get the machinery
over; he only hopes we shall. From the pri-
mary producing point of view this State is
doing as much as is any State in Australia.
We provide everything we can, and a great
deal for which we cannot find markets. The
matter comes back to the material required
in aectual warfare, and there we may he a
little behind. We have demonstrated clearly
what we ean do with our small population
and few engineering works.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [5.4]:
This is a normal appropriation.
Hon. C. G. Latham: It is a Supply Bill

Mr. MeDONALD: [ do not propose to
make any comments on it. The member for
Pingelly (Mr. Seward) has, in a very timely
manner, raised a question of sueh import-
anee that our normal Supply Bill pales into
complete insignificance. No one could have
read the mid-day edition of today’s “Daily
News” without a sense of profound disquiet.
We have to consider whether we are not
now embarking upon the real period of war
and the real testing time of the Empire, and
all parts of it. It is said that the defence
of Australia is the province of the Federal
Parlinment—the National Parliament. So
it is! It is said that the defence of our coun-
try is not the province of the State Parlia-
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ment. In one sense that statement is true,
but I am inelined to think that it is not
entirely true. The defence of the country
is very much a matter for this Parliament,
not in the sense that we have any legislative
or administrative powers, but in the sense
that we may have a great deal of influence
as the representatives of the people in our
State legislature. We are possibly relying
too much on the.Federal Government and
the Federal Parlisment.

Are we expecting the war effort of Aus-
tralia to come by a drive from the top?
Should there not be more of a eorrespond-
ing drive from heneath? If we expect the
driving power to come completely from the
Federal Parliament, are we not going to
diminish by a very great extent the poten-
tialities of Australia? Is not this Parlia-
ment able to generate driving powers in de-
fence matters? Our State, as the Leader of
the Opposition said, has done more, and al-
ways does more, than has any other State
to meet the obligations of war. We may yet
do an immense amount more. In other
countries would they spend, as the member
for Pingelly stated, months and months in
building a munitions factory before instal-
ling machines to make the munitions?
Would not every man and perbaps woman
of suitable strength, who could be spared
from any walk of life, he out there in any
spare time—at night, Sundays or Saturdays
—helping in that work, much of which does
not require a great deal of skill? Would
not that factory, in some of our enmemy
countries, be put up in as many wecks, or
almost days, as we take months?

Mr. Trint: That is a fact!

Mr. McDONALD: Time is the absolute
essenee of the contraet in winning this war.
Tt is very difficult for a public man, even
one who oveupics a position of comparative
obseurity in public life, to say very much
about the war. [t seems somehow to be
unpatriotic to tell people that this war must
he won and will be won only by tremendous
exertion and saerifiee. I do not know that
we, as public men, make that known suffi-
oiently. Tt is, however, a profound truth.
The news in our daily Press reveals the need
for a searching examination of ourselves
individually, and of our organisation in this
State to see if we cannot do more,

What has been said this afternoon is not
confined to Wostern Australia. It ia far
more applieable to the other States where,
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at present, they arve spending money on
amusements, and in various other ways, on
a scule beyond anything that obtained in
peace time.  No doubt in many respects
they are working very hard, but whether
they have a realisation of the task before
them is’open to doubt. The Premier and the
members of his Government, as the leaders
of the State, carry a tremendous responsi-
bility. They, even more than we, are
aceountable to the people in disaster ag well
as in prosperity. I would like the Premier
to consider whether he, together with the
members of his Government, conld not do
something more throvgh this Parliament to
merease the driving force of the State to-
wards the tremendous task lying ahead.

MR, TRIAT (Mt Magnet) [5.11): I
support the remarks of the member for
Pingelly (Mr. Seward). Since I have been
s member of the House, and since war
has been declared, I have held the opinion
that not suflicient energy is put behind the
war efforts in Western Australia. I still
have to be convinced that much has heen
done in Western Australia. 1 have been
from onc end of the State to the other and
have wade searching inquirics. I find we
have done something, but not of any con-
sequence.  There is not much war effort or
war conselence in Western Australia today.
1 do wot feel a hit different from what I
did when war broke out. 1 am not called
apon to do anything cxeept subseribe
money, [f [ have no money 1 do nothing,
That is the position of a man who ia phy-
sieally fit. 1 can do something in a country
like this for a war effort, and I am only one
of thousands who have not been asked to
do anything, exeept speak over the wireless
to ask people to subseribe to a war loan.
I would like to examine the factories where
the manufaeture of munitions is earried out.
What activitios of veal warfare are earried
out in militia eamps? Militia men will tell
us that they have an anti-tank rifle in
Western Australin made out of wood—a
dummy. That is all they have for training
purposes. They have not a Bren gun.

Buildings are being put up for munition
factories, but why cannot we manufacture
the instruments to be used? Have we not
men able to manufacture these instruments?
Qur engineers should be able to fabricate
them. We should not have to wait for the
Eastern Stafes to supply them. All the
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matervial is in the State, and we must have
the brains here, 1f we had the plans sub-
mitted to us we could fabricate the
wachines, but it is not being done. The
munitions factory at Welshpool has been in
course of erection for four months, and I
would like members to see what has been
done. After four months of activity, mem-
bers would be surprised to find just what
has been done there. A lot of men are rush-
ing shout and are not doing anything at all.

The Premier: I would not say that.

Mr. TRIAT: In effect they are doing
nothing. At any rate what they sre doing
iz pot worth twopence.

The Premier: We have the buildings.

Mr. TRIAT: The buildings alone are not
any contribution to the war effort. Let us
get the machinery, That is what we want,
All over the country there are lathes that
are not being used, and@ men who are quali-
fied to work them are leaving the State. The
position is serions. The member for West
Perth (My. MeDonald) told us that the news
in tonight's paper should bring something
home to us. Have we ever had a paper
that told us of a British victory—a real
substantial vietory?

Mr. North: Yes.
year in Britain!

Mr. TRIAT: What was that victory, the
blocking of the invasion?

Hon. N, Keenan: There was Sidi Bar-
ram.

Mr. TRIAT: Whatéver we have gained
has very soon been taken from us. True,
our troops made a very fine advance in
North Afriea, but we were deprived of the
fruits of that vietory.

The Premier: What happened to the Bis-
marek?

Mr. TRIAT: It went down, but what
about the hundreds of thousands of tons ot
shipping being sunk each week?

The Minister for Mines: Not so much
tonnage as during the other war, aceording
to the newspapers!

Mr. TRIAT: Are
war? No, we are sitting idly by.
I say that definitely. If anybody can tell
me anything we have been asked to do, apart
from subscribing onr money, 1 should like
to know what it is. I am not a warmonger
but I say that if we arc in the serap, let us
be in it in real earnest. If we are not, let
us get out of it. In matters of war, there
can be no half measures; we must he either

In September of last

we winning the
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in or out. What we have done is not deserv-
ing of recognition. I am not blaming the
State Government entirely for that eondition
of affairs because it has not the power, hut
why not get the Commonwealth anthorities
to provide the material for making the ma-
chines?

The Premier: They will not.

Me. TRTAT : Then lot us expose them. We
are here as representatives of the people and
it is our duty to make the facts known. If
the Commonwealth authorities will not pro.
vide the material, let us tell the people ex-
actly where the trouble lies. Why shonld
we hide the facis? As responsible members
it is our duty to tell the people exactly what
is happening, The member for Pingelly
(Mr. Seward) told us that he is frequently
approached by people desirous of getting in-
formation. If he has no more information
than T have, he knows nothing beyond whal
he reads in the Press. The people re-
gard members of Parliament, not as heing
superior, but as having inside knowledge.
Whenever T meet a Federal member I ask
for information, but in most instances I am
told that the member has no more informa-
tion than T have.

We are on the wrong track entirely if we
think to win the war in this way. I hope
something will be done. T hope the Miniater
for Railways will arrange for members to
visit the Midland Junction Workshops and
will then explain, “This is what we are do-
ing, but keep your mouths shat about it.”
If T can be convineed that we are doing
something, 1 shall be able to tell people when
they inquire of me. Unless I am so con-
vineed I eannot tell them, and until ¥ am
convinced I shall continue to say that we are
doing nothing. From my experience we are
certainly doing very little. Twelve months
ago I made the statement that a mob of nig-
gers armed with bows and arrows eould take
Woestern Australia.

AMr. Cross: They could, foo!

Mr. TRTAT: And T say that applies to
day, =o little in the shape of war supplies
have we manunfactured in this State.

Mr. Thorn: We could throw stones mi
the enemy.

Mr. TRIAT: To heat the Germans we
have to da somcthing hetter than throw
stones. U'ntil we get action in this matter,
we shall not he doing justice to the people
or to the eountry. I trnst an opportunity
will he provided for memhers to view the
work that is going on, and if it is not all it
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should be, let us have the right to eriticise.
Then we might achieve something. If we
are going to leave these things until it is too
late, we might as well shat up shop and al-
low the Japanese to walk in.

MR. BERRY (Irwin-Moore) [5.20]: I
share the apprehension expressed by the
member for Pingelly. It is not a question of
optimism, pessimism, or any other ’ism. The
problem we have to face is, how are we
going to beat Hitler?

Mr. Cross: And the Japs presently, too.

Mr. BERRY: Every step that Hitler ad-
vances in Russia hrings him a step nearer
to Australia, If he conquers Russia he will
conquer Asia and with it Singapore.

The Premier: I would not say that.

Mr. BERRY: I am sayving it because 1
come from that part of the world.

The Premier: It will take him a long
time.

The Minister for Mines: He was poing to
conquer Britain and then he was going to
overrun Russia in nine days.

Mr. BERRY : In spite of those intelligent
interjeetions, Hitler still forges ahead, and,
as the member for Mt. Magnet pointed out,
we are doing practically nothing. The rea-
son for this is-attribntable to our unfor-
tunate apathy, because we live in such secur-
ity in Australin. That bas been our trouhle,
We are pot war-minded beeause war has
never come to these shores. Pray God that
it never does, but that is our trouble.

We have heard much of what we can and
what we eannot do. The Leader of the Op-
position has pointed out that we ean enn-
tribute money, but that in itself is not
enough. I venture to suggest that some of
the voluntary contributors have not received
much encouragement from the Federal Gov-
ernment that recently went out of office. I
hope there will be a change now. I am
chairman of the Spitfire Fund, That fund
had perhaps the lowest cost of any collee-
tion raised in Australia, The amount col-
lected was £10,000 and the cost of collecting
it was less than £180. We proceeded to send
that money to Britain for the purchase of a
Spitfire. After we had sent part of if, the
Federal Government, perhaps rightly,
stepped in and said, “You must not send
any more money to England breause that
prejudices our oversea eredit, but we would
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like you to continue your activities and send
the money to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment for a similar purpose. We agreed.

In a practical sense there is not much dif-
ference between providing munitions of war
in England or in Australia. If it is of equal
advantage to keep that money in Australia
as to send it to England for the purpose of
winning the war, then it must be kept in
Australia. At any rvate, we agreed and re-
quested the then Federal Treasurer per-
mission, each time we subseribed £5,000, to
name & fighting machine for which we were
helping to pay. To our amazement we were
told that the proposal was not acceptable
to the Federal Government. The least we
could send with the expectation of being
able to name a machine was £15,000. At
that time we had £5,000 in hand and did not
know what te do with it. I was not at the
bottom of what happened; it was one of
the cceasions when I did not go mad over
nonsense.

The members of the committee met re-
cently and resolved to wind up the fund.
They were indignant at the attitude of and
the correspondence, lettergrams, telegrams
and absolute hooey that came to us from
the then Commonwealth Government. I ad-
mit that later, after a meeting, we received
a letter from My, Curtin in which he made
certain very happy sngeestions, which we
appreciated. OF the men I have met in my
contacts in a small way with the war effort,
I take my hat off to the present Prime Min-
ister. That was onv expericnce when colleet-
ing patriotic funds to provide Spitlires. The
apathy eame, not from the State (lovern-
ment, which had nothing to do with the mat-
ter, but from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. [ suggest that if we had in Canherra
more brains and fewer jellyfish, we would
be better off. T trust that such a change
has now come.

Mr. J. H, Smith:
everybody.

The Minister for Mines: Now we are get-
ting something!

Mr. BERRY: That bas not been my ex-
perience to date; there have already heen
two or three happenings from Canberra
that have pleased me heyond measure. Let
me now pass to the shipbuilding business.
T diseovered that the R.A.AF. required
patrol hoats, bombing scows and other
smell eraft to the number of 17 or 27, I
am not sure which. T interviewed the

It is worse now for

people concerned and eventually received
from the Eustern States specifications for
the tenders being called for the work. To
my astonishment I found that it would be
quite impossible to build any one of
those vessels in Western Australia, not
because we did not have suitable men or
siitable materials, but hecanse the speei-
fications definitely stipulated that the
materinls to  be used most come from
the Eastern States. It was specified that
the hulls must he of Huon pine, while
for other strnctural parts certain timber
from New South Wales and Queensland ma-
hogany must be wsed. Nobody in West-
ern Australia could possibly submit a ten-
der aceeptable to the Commonwealth under
those specifications,

It was stated that, if o tenderer wished
to use other materials, he would have to
give specifiec reasons for so doing. To
lodge a tender providing for the use of
Western  Australian  timbers somebody
would have had te go to the WHastern
States and explain, probably unsuccess-
(ully, that jarrah was as suitable as any
other timber. In time of war, if we can
huild ships as well of jarrah as of other
timber, or even almost as well, so long as
it will serve the purpose, for the love of
God let ws do it! The apathy, stupidily
and folly being displayed have cansed the
member for Mt. Magnet to spenk a9 he
has done today, and his remarks have wy
full endorseinent. I would not say that the
State Government has done nothing, because
that would be wuntrne, but I do say that
our (iovernment and other (iovernments in
Australia have not done enough hecause
they do not realise how mueh there i1s to
be deone.

T hope we will get ahead with this busi-
ness. The time is long overdue for taking
a serious view of the position. Onc mem-
her stated that every effort wmnst emanate
from the peaple, but time is passing and
the less our effort now, the greater the
effort that will he needed later on. But
I do not despair of the English-speaking
people if only they will wake up. But who
is going to wake them up? That is the
difficulty. In April of last year a Western
Australisn War Industries Committee was

appointed to report on matters of im-
portance to the war effort in Western
Australia, Tonight members heard the



1256

Premier’s reply to the question I asked
without notice. We have not yet got that
report.

The Premier: Many of the things men-
tioned in the report have been done.

Mr. BERRY: I am pleased to hear
that. T am not eriticising the State Gov-
ernment for having done nothing.

The Premier: The Federal Government
has that responsibility.

Mr. BERRY: I am merely pointing out
& view, shared by other members, that we
have not done enough. Not only bhave we
not done enongh, but the people do not
know what we have done.

Mr. Abbott: Or how much!

Mr, BERRY: Or how much, it does not
matter,
Mr. Abbott: Why should we tell them?

My, BERRY: The eriticism I am offer-
ing is not my own. I am voicing the
ceriticism offered to me in the city. People
ask, ‘‘What have you done?’’ Echo
answers, ‘‘What?’’

Mr, J, H. Smith: That applies not only
in the eity, but all over the country.

Mr. BERRY: Yes. Personally, 1 will
do whatever I ean to assist the Govern-
ment to make a really big effort to beat
Hitler.

MER. SHEARN (Maylands) [5.32]: 1
did not intend to speak on the Bill, as I
know the Premier is anxious to get it
through, hecause without it the Government
cannot proceced. But I remind members
that I raised this point on the Address-in-
reply. I pointed out then that I—and I
felt sure every member of the House except
the Ministers—had not any idea of what was
being done, what was intended to be done,
or what we were eapable of doing, to help
the war effort. I am inclined to think, how-
ever, that some of the speakers this after-
noon have almost created an atmosphere of
unnecessary hysteria. It is bardly conceiv-
able that all the statements made here this
afternoon can he borne out by facts. Other
members beside myself have no donbt had
extravagant statements made to them as to
inefficiency and apparent lack of equipment
for the troops but from my own meagre ex-
pevience I am aware that some of those
statements are not in accord with faets.

[ASSEMBLY.]

T am reminded by an interjection made by
the member for North Perth (Mr, Abbott) of
an tmportant point. He asked, “How much
have we done?’ Reference was made to the
holding of a secret session of this Parlia-
ment. I would suggest to the Premier and
to the House, however, that & small com-
mittee of members, representative of all
parties, could more expeditiously and more
satisfactorily inspeet what is being done in
the Government workshops, in private fae-
tories and elsewhere to help the war effort
in this State. That committee conld then
make reports to members upon what is be-
ing done and whether the work should be
gpeeded up or new methods introduced. The
committee could also make recommenda-
tions. Members would thus have an oppor-
tunity to appreciate what is being done and
would be it & position to judge whether the
recommendations, or some of them, were
possible of accomplishment. I would prefer
that to the holding of a secret session, I
realise, as was pointed out by the member
for West Perth (Mr. McDonald) that it is
not the responsibility of this State, or of
this Government, to divect the war effort;
nevertheless, every citizen of Western Auns-
tralia should shoulder some responsibility.

With the member for Mt Magnet (Mr.
Triat), I am convinced that every member
of this House will aceept that responsibility
and do his utmost to help. But we must
first learn just how and where we can help.
Until members know that, they are justified
in saying that they feel they are not doing
their part in trying to bring about vietory
in this titante struggle, which threatens the
existence not only of Western Australia but
of the Commonwealth and the whole British
Empire. I put that humble suggestion to
the Premier in the hope that such a com-
mittee would perhaps he able to relteve
the Premier and the members of the Govern-
ment of some of their burdens. In any ease,
it would obviate the holding of a secret ses-
sion. T hope something along those lines
may be possible of acecomplishment, so that
the people of this State may know that
members are sineere in their desire to as-
sume responsibilities and take a lead in the
war cffort in this momentous hounr,

MR, ABBOTT (North Perth) [5.37]:
Admittedly, it is not the responsibility of
this House to deal with matters of defence.
Even in the responsible Parliament it is
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not possible to disclose information gener-
ally which might be of benefit to the enemy.
We are constantly being warned: “Be care.
ful what you say.” I therefore presume the
authorities consider it possible that informa-
tion can be got from Australia to places
where it may be of use to the enemy. I
suggest it would not be possible for con-
fidential figures to be given even in the
Federal Parliamnent, much less in this Par-
liament.

The Minister for Mines: Or even in the
House of Commons!

Mr. ABBOTT: Yes. I have no doubt that
the vesponsible head of this State bas at the
present moment a great deal of intimate
knowledge of the war effort, but it would
be extremely indiscreet of him to disclose
that knowledge to the Hounse. When we
have won the war, and the history of Aus.
tralia’s effort is known, the world will be
astonished at what we have acecomplished.
I am not suggesting for a moment that
more has not yet to be done; nor am I sug-
gesting that mistakes have not been made.
We do know, however, because it has been
published, in the Press and I presume it is
eorrveet, that we are sending from Awustralia
such munitions as 25 lb. guns.

It has also been published, although I
eannot voueh for the accuracy of the report,
that large quantities of small munitiong have
been sent from Australia. If the member
for Mt. Magnet (Mr. Triat) would care to
take a stroll through the eity he would find
many factories in full production. I can
inform him that in this State munitions ave
being manufactured which are not manu-
factured clsewhere in Australian. We have
been criticising severely those who until
lately have been responsible for our war
effort; that critieism has been made without
a knowledge of the faets and without those
responsible heving an opportunity to de-
fend themselves, and that criticism I say
is unreasonable.

MR, RAPHAEL (Victoria Park) [5.41]:
I do not desire to diseuss Commonwealth
matters at this stage, but I definitely desire
to bring under the notice of the Govern-
ment the undue hardships that are being in
many cases inflicted npon the wives of our
soldiers fighting oversea. I refer to the lack
of housing accommodation for these women
and their children, who are day by day be-
ing ejected from houses they oceupy. Qnly
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yesterday a woman was served with a sum-
mons ot 8 o’clock in the morning to appear
at the court at 10.15. YWhen she got to the
court she was told the case would not he
heard that morning and that she must re-
furn at 215. On attending court at that
tinte she was told that the case would not
be heard that day and that she was required
to attend the court next morning. This
young woman weighs abhout ¢ stonme 7 Ibs.
She has three children, one of whom has a
broken arm. This child she has to take to
hospital for treatment every other day. M.
Wallwork, out of the kindness of his heart,
told the woman to return the next day at
10.45. I myself had made every effort to
secure & house for ber, but eventually she
got one herself. The rent was 7s. 6d. a
week more than she had been paying and
that extra smount was a big deduction from
the meagre income with which she has to
provide for herself and her children.

The Premier: Conld not she pay the rent?
What was wrong?

Mr. RAPHAEL: She had paid her rent,
but the landlord owned two houses and sold
the one in which he was living. He then
decided to shift into the house occupied hy
this woman, who was kicked out of her
home,

Mr. Abbott: She ecould not have been
kicked out if she bad paid ber rent.

Mr. RAPHAEL: She had paid her rent.

Mr, Abbott: Then the landlord could
not ejeet her.

Mr. RAPHAEL: When she came to me
she was almost frantie. Eventually she
secured a house at 255. a week, but when
Mr. Fennell of East Perth discovered that
she had three children bhe immediately said
that she could not have the house.

My, Hughes: You should have reported
that to me.
My. RAPHAEL: This Government

should immediately bring down legislation
providing that persons owaing houses shall
not have the right to say “Yen” or “Nay” to
people with childven desiring to rent their
houses. This State is clamouring for popu-
lation. What is the attitude of those who
own homes? They will not let people rent
them 1f the prospective tenants have chil-
dven. The Perth City Council is giving a
lend to people by issuing permits to syndi-
entes and others to erect flats, and therchy
it effeet asking the Australian race te com
mit suicide by refusing to rear children.
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The example of the I'erth City Couneil has
been followed by different property owners
in the State whe deny people the right to
oceupy houses if they have children. The
Government  should introduce legislation
immediately 1o deal with this aspeet.

A penalty of £25 should be imposed on a
wan who refuses to let o house to people
because they have children. This country
needs children, but bhecaunse this woman to
whom | have referred has children, she will
probably in a weck’s time be ejected by &
bailiff, with the support of the police, from
the house she i3 occupying. Surely we as a
Parliament are not going to stand idly by
and see her and her children tipped into
the street while her husband is fighting over-
sca! Is it fair and just that we should
aliow a magistrate to sit in a comfortable
position and tell a soldier's wife that she
has to get out of the house she is living in?

My, Hughes: Why blame him?

Mr. RAPHAEL: Her hushand has been
away at the war for a long time and his
brother is away with him. She has abont
£2 185, a week with which to feed and clothe
herself and her children, a magnificent sum!
However, 1 am not so much concerned
about that af the moment as with the fact
that the wife of a soldicr lighting oversea
should be faced with ejection fvom the
house she is oceupying.

Hon. C. (i. Latham: You are arguing
against the hasic wage, you know!

Mr. RAPIHHAEL: I am not! I am argu-
ing against the principle that a soldicr’s
wife who meets her commitments and pays
her rent and does cverything she is asked
to do, and whose husband is not there to
proteet her hut is fighting onr battles over-
~en as well as hers, ean be tossed out into
the street!  That is not the only case in
Vietorin Park that has come under my
notice. A certain land agent in my district
numed Thoregood is claiming £20 damages
from a tenant who did not quickly cnough
vacate premises. The name of the man eon-
cerned is Andvews.  1lle received a fort-
night’s netfice to quit because the owner had
zold the property. The man has been un-
able to zecure another house. In the mean-
time the person who bought the property is
said to have had to store his furniture and
pay rent elsewhere for a house, and in con-
sequence of that a claim for £20 is being
made against Mr. Andrews. This sort of
thing iz of frequent occurrence, and it is
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time the Government introduced legislation
to ensure protection for these people who
ure all memhers of the working elass. Pro-
tection is mneeded for women whose hus-
bands are fighting oversea and who are un-
able to defend themselves.

During the depression years we had =z
tenants’ relief Act.  Cases brought hefore
the conrt under that measure were heard
hy Magistrate Moseley whose decisions were
always foir and just. He did not say to
a woman, ‘“You will have to get out at the
end of six days,” but gave her & month or
six weeks. The Premier must realise, as all
other members realise, the acute shortage
of houses for renting purposes in this State.
That shortage iz probably not confined to
Wostern Australia but exists in every met-
ropolitan nrea throughout the Common-
wenlth,  Wives of men who have enlisted
from country arveas have come to live in the
city. They cannot he blamed for that he-
cause they ave entitled to a certain amount
of sovial life und to live with or near their
relatives.  The result, however, has been to
aecentunte the shortuge of honsex in the eity
and sithurbs.

The Workers' Homes Boord has aunthority
to harrow money, awl it shonld unidertnke
a mueh  more  extensive  programme. I
realise the positton with which the Govern.
ment is faced on aceount of inereascid costs
and shortage of lahonr, hat & move must he
wade (o ensure that soldiers’ wives who
mert their commitments are given total pro-
{eetion.  Neo landlord, whether he wants his
property or not, should have the right to
sell it over the heads of such women and
threw them into the streets. Many people
who have come from ihe goldfielkds and
other places have heen ahble to pat deposits
ap houses, aud the number of houses sold
recently is enormous. T admt that it is not
desirable to strangle business and to tell
people they may not sell hounses, but a sol-
dier’s wife is entitled to all possible pro-
tection.

Mzr. Abbott: You ave joining the Opposi-
tion, are you?

Mr. RAPHAEL: Not at all!

Mr. Hughes: You are the Opposition!

Mr. RAPHAEL: T am the opposition
when it enmes to ensurving that women are
not tossed into the street without any hous:
heing provided for them while their men are
fighting oversea. Another matter to which
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I desire to refer coneerns the munitions fae-
tory at Welshpool about which some disens-
sion has already taken place.

- Mr. J. Hogney: That is in the Middle
Swan electorate!

Mr. RAPHAEL: A ecertain portion of 1t
is in the Vietoria Park electorate,

Mr. J. Hegney: A very small portion.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The better part! 1 hs-
tened very attentively to the member for
North Perth (Mr. Abbott) who said he conla
take members to many loeal factories that
were engaged in the production of muni-
tions. I have been to quite a number of
these smull establishments. There ave a few
that have one or two machines and lathes
at work on munitions, They have hait
orders for a couple of thousand pounds
worth of munitions, hut those orders will not
take very long to fulfil. Members of the
former Commonwealth Government assured
us that the munitions factory at Welshpool
would be in production by Christmas.

I had great faith in the promises made
by Mr. Menzics and Mr. Fadden in this eon-
rection, but I do not think that either they
or the other members of their Cabinet made
allowances for the mistakes of the dratts.
man who drew up the plans for the construe-
tion of the factory. I do not think that the
powers that he are aware of the fact that
the railway line is in the wrong place in re-
lation to the factory, or that the eyelets to the
main sewer that have to be inspeeted from
time to time have heen placed under the dif-
ferent sheds and buildings used in the pro-
duetion of muonitions. Some of the men of
the sewerage department engaged on the
work told me that either the sewage installa-
tion would have to be removed or the build-
ings wounld have to he shifted. These plans
were drawn up in Melbourne where every
thing of this nature appears to have heen
done. People desiring to travel to the East-
ern States on private business have had their
passages cancelled to make room for people
being sent to Melhourne for training. Why
could they not be trained here?

Hon. (. @& Latham: Have you finished
dealing with the Welshpool munitions works?

Mr. RAPHAEL: I am pointing out how
much is done in Melhonrne and how little 13
done in this State

Hon. C. G. Latham: Give it n breeze! Get
on with the debate!

The CHATRMAN: Would the hon. mem.
ber kindly pay no attention to interjections®
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Mr. RAPHAEL: I am dealing with what
has happened in this State and with the un-
fair deal we h.uve received from the Eastern
States. There is no reason why we cannot
train men in Western Australia just as effi-
cienfly as they are trained in the other
States. We could display as much efficiency
in munition making as is shown in the East-
ern States if we were given an opportunity.

Mr. Styants: We nceed equipment before
we ean train men,

Mr. RAPHAEL: I will deal with that a
little later on. The member for North Perth
very kindly invited us te join him in an in-
spection of the different factories producing
munitions in this State.

The Minister for Mines: You would have
to get a permit.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Perhaps! I saw a
couple of them without having a permit! In
diseussing the different methods of mana-
facturing munitions, 1 inquired into the allo-
eation of contraets to firms on the cost plus
system. I was talking to one mam who
wanted to leave his job. He was probably
a little more loyal than the man for whom he
was working. Tt was galling to him to be
warkitig about two hours a day on the Com-
monwealth job and the othey six hours ¢n the
boss’s own private work. I make that stute-
ment advisedly.

Ifon. C. (. Latham: Was the cost charged
against the Commonwealth job?

Mr, RAPHAEL: The cost is definitely
charged against the Commonwealth job.

Mr. Abbott: That would not be correct.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Some of the hon. mem-
ber’s statements are not correet.

Mr. Abbott: Yours very often are not.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member must
address the Chair and not pay any regard
to interjections. 1 ask hon. members to
cease interjeeting.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The hon. member said
I was telling lies.

Mr. Hughes: Did he have to?

Mr. RAPHAEL: I am stating facta. I
hope, with the change of Government in
the Commonwenlth Parliament, that the cost
plus system will go by the board. It is no
wonder we have been paying the taxes that
bave heen levied, and no wonder such sug-
gestion of leavy borrowings is made.

Mr. Hughes: Would you substitute the
contract system for the cost plus system?
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Mr. Styants: You will not get the quality
in the armaments under the contract sys-
tem.

Mr. Hughes: Is not the eost plus system,
day labour%

Mr. RAPHAEL: I siand for day labour
provided the labour is given to the work
paid for. I do not stand for day labour
when it is to benefit the boss for so many
hours per day paid for by the Common-
wealth.

Mr. Abbott: That is frand.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I know.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Such cases ought to
be investigated.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Some of the firms pro-
ducing munitions under this system seem
to know approximately to the hour—I1 will
not say to the minute—when the inspector
will be around. Another small matter is the
method adopted to asecertain the bodily
health or physical sirzeture of universal
trainees foreed to train to be the defenders
of our country. I wish to quote one case,
and I do not mind the Commonwealth, or
the enemy, or anyone else knowing these
facts, beeanse I think it is definitely wrong.
Men who are not physically fit to stand the
strain of a military camp sbould not be
forced to lose their businesses by wunder-
going a period of compulsory training, and
coming out to find themselves a glut on the
labour market.

In one case a man was called up for
three months' training. He was a young
barber working at home nnd helping his
family, He works with a stool under his
feet a good part of the time. He has had
22 operations on his leg for osteomyelitis,
although he has not had a breakdown for
some years now. That disease affects the
marrow in the bone, and this young man is
so affected that he eould not do the march-
inz. The anthoritics deeided to make him &
signaller and put him on a notor hike. His
leg would not stand the strain of riding a
motor bike so they put him to waiting on
tablee. We have been told that we have
250,000 men to defend thiy conntry. This
man has been told that he is not fit to do the
job, but he has been ordered to go back into
eamp and presumahly, be a waiter on the
tables once more. There is another case of
a young man totally blind in one eye, and
he cannot see too well out of the other.

The Minister for Mines: An East Fre-
mantle barracker!
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Mr. RAPHAEL: That chap did not
volunteer, He came to me to get out of it.
He said to me, “Of what use am I? A waste
of public moncy!” T think he was right.
This other man has a bole in his leg in which
onc could place one's fist. His leg is ahout
as good as that of the Minister for Alnes,
whieh has a machine gun bullet in it and is
not worth two hob, This man's leg is
withered, hut he is to be one of the Anssies
to defeid Australia, and will be frained to
wash dishes and wait on the sergeants’ mess.
The man-power officer was asked to release
him, but refused. As some of my other re-
marks quoickly went to one of the Federal
Ministers, and [ had replies—

Hon. C. (i, Latham: Are you referring to
the Prenicr of Queensland?

Mr. RAPHAEL: No, that is out of date
now. As some of my remarks in this pre-
sent session went over to the Commonweslth
Government, so will the necessary aetion be
taken to xee that our claim is for a standing
army of only 200,000; and the people will
he told the truth, the whole truth, and not
portion of it. Why should the militia toke
a man blind in one eve or a man with legs
10 injured that he eonld net walk a mile?
These men are not fit to stand up to the ye-
yuirements  of  soldiering, The medien)
anthorities who have passed such men as fit
should he enlled to bhook or, if they have
heen told to pass them regardless of physi-
eal ailments, those who gave such instrue-
tions shonld he hanled over the coals.

T hope that our munition factories will he
in produection within the next two years.
There does not seem to he mueh likelihood
of that happening, but [ bave great hopes
that hy the time the war is over we shall
have maehinery installed therve eapable of
adaptation for turning out secondary manu-
factuves. In view of the present muck-up,
those £actories will not be of much use for
the produetion of munitions for the present
war.

A maiter that has caused me considerable
concern was the suggestion for the enrol-
ment of various people for war work. Some-
thing like 20000 people, imbued with the
idea of doiny something for their country,
applied for work. That was aboult six
months ago. Those people have been placed
in a false position, Many of them have
sinee enlisted for service abroad. The other
day a man came to me who had been en-
eaged in munition work during the 1914-18
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war. He had excellent references, and I
sent him to Mr. Smith in order to get a job.
He has been waiting for two vears to help
in this way, and now he is going to be per-
mitted to start at some time within the next
two years. Why are those people held up?
Why cannot we find work for them?

What is the position today? We cannot
Lelp Russig heeause we have been mueking
avound for so long that we have not the re-
quizite arms and munitions te permit of
Britain invading Franee or Germany. There
is altogether too mueh red tape. This also
applies to the military forces. Beeause a
man has been in the military forees for
three or four vears he is given preference,
and ahility does not eonnt twopence.

Mr, Doney: T think you are wrong there.

Mr. RAPHAEL: T know I am right. Let
the hon. member make inquiries for himself,

Member: That does not apply to the Air
Foree.

Mrs. Cordell-Oliver: On a point of order,
is & member allowed to make disloyal state-
ments under the protection of this Chamber?

The CHAYRMAYN : No disloyal statement
has heen made in this Chamber since I
have heen in the Chair. The member for
Victorin Park may proceed.

Mr. RAPHATRL: 1 object to the hom.
member’s snying that I made a disloyal state-
moent,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member will proeeed with his speech.

Mr. RAPHAEL: T objeet to the hon.
member’s statement. I have said nothing
disloyal.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member will proceed along other lines. I
do not want any reflections whatever.

Mr. RAPHAEL: T tried to enlist daring
the 1914-18 war when I was only 16 years
of nge, and I tried to enlist for service with
the ATT. in this war. That was nearly two
vears ago, and I am still prepared to enlist
if the aunthorities will take me.

The Minister for Mines:
ahout it?

Mr. RAPHAEL: T will not have it said
that a disloyal statement was made by me.

The CHAIRMAXN: Order! The hon.
member will disregard that, and proceed with
his speech. Otherwise we shall make no
progress with the debate.

My, RAPHAEL: I was making the point
that ability should be vecognised. The Im-
pervial authorities set an example by retiring

Why skite
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many of the older military officers and re-
placing them with younger men, and I am
eomplaining that a similar course was not
adopted in Australia. If that is good enough
for the English army, it should be good
enough for the Australian army. T bring
these matters forward with a view to letting
the present Commonwealth Government know
what the position has been and still is, and
having voiced these complaints I hope some
endeavour will he made to rectify the posi-
tion.

MR. TONKIN (XNorth-East Fremantle}
[6.13]: T have no desire to prolong the de-
bate, but I wish to direct the Premier's at-
tention to the matter of army equipment, I
noticed by the paper that the Minister for
the Army has been in consultation with the
State Commandant for Queensland, General
Durrant, and has ascertained that Queens-
land is miles behind the other States in the
matter of army equipment. From my own
knowledge, I am certain that Western Aus-
tralin would be as far behind Queensland as
Queensland is behind New South Wales and
Viatoria. I suggest that the Premier get
into touch with the Minister for the Army
and ask him to interrogate General Durrant
regarding the equipment in this State. If
it were pointed out that Western Australia's
position was worse than that of Queensland,
we could cxpeet some improvement to be
made. In order to indieate the situation
here, I may inform the Premier that as yet
there is not sufficient clothing for the men
undergoing training. Many of the men bave
ouly one working suit. When I was in camp
recently I could not get an issne, and had to
wenr my service dress because I did not have
a working snit. I suggest that the position
Lere is worse than in Qucensland.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [7.31]: I would
not have taken part in this debate but
for the pessimistic tone of the speeches
earlier in the evening. In point of fact,
I am of the opinion that Russia will not
be heaten even if Moscow and Lenin-
grad should be lost.

Members: Hear, hear!

My, CROSS: Varions members seem to
have overlooked the fact that the area of
Russia comprises one-sixth of the land
surface of the globe. T have consulted a
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book in the library on the armies of
Europe, written by Meax Werner, which
gives & mass of figures collected by him
when he was in Russia on hehalf of Ger-
muny. It also gives information of that
type with respect to Japan. Whilst vead-
ing the book I checked np some of the
figures given, and found them pretty well
correct. The anthor peints out that only
two countries in the world had their in-
dustries on a war footing when war broke
out, and that as a rule it takes a country
three years to transfer its industries to a
war-time footing. He also quotes figures
showing that in 1933 Russia spent only
.3 milliards of marks on armaments, and
that by 1939 that expenditure had in-
creased two-hundred fold. The army had
heen increased and reorganised three or
four times, and as much as seventy-seven
milliards of marks had been spent on it.

The author compares the manpower of
Russia with that of (fermany. He gives
details of the new planes the Russians
had. He quotes statistics of tank con-
struetion, Anyone who had a notion that
the Russian army is now as it was in the
tirat world war is utterly mistaken. The
aathor points out that in the last war
Russian batteries were frequently limited
to firing four shells per day because am-
munition was lacking, and that millions of
men weve then sent to the front without
riffes,

Realising the menace from Germany,
the Russians in 1936 decided to remove
their ammunition factories from near the
German frontier in the Ukraine to near
the Ural Mountains, 800 miles from the
German horder and right away from
bembing attacks. When war broke out
that task had been only half completed,
but it is safe to assume that sinee the
beginning of hostilities Russia’s almost
unlimited manpower has achieved far
wore in those factories.

I firmly believe that even with the set-
backs Russia has suffered she will hold up
the German war maechine. It ill hecomes
mewnbers beeause of a slight defeat in one
direction to get their tails down and start
to ery out ahout defeat. If Hitler had
heard this debate he would have been de-
lighted. It is just what he wants. In the
past Britain might have lost a dozen wars
had she not kept on and won the last
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battle. I suppose the British Empire has
had the worst reputation for muddling of
all Ewpires that ever existed, but Brit-
ons never gave in and never talked
about defeat. I do uot think members of
Parliament should talk defeat. Some
members expressed the opinion that this
war would he over in six months, I was
one of the first members of this Chamber
to express u different opinion. Going
over to the Council end one day with Sir
John Kirwan and a2 few other members I
said that the war would be fought out
largely in the Middle llast. I have re-
peated that statement on various ocea-
sions. OQil is the decisive factor in this
war, Unless Germany can break into Iran
or Lhe Caucasus oilfields, Germaay will not
last long. That is where I believe the
greatest drive will come. If the Germans
get there and get the oil the war may last
a long time, but even then Britain will
nnt he defeated.

In some ways I am pleased that this
debate is taking place, but I think mem-
hers should assist te keep up the morvale
of the people. Tt was failure of the Ger-
man morale that finished the last war. A
similar faillure may finish this one too.
We know alout the privations suffered by
various people in the British Empire. We
know that some things they used to have
are absent from the markets. But many
more things have disappeared from the fae-
torics, the shops and the homes in Germany.
As long as Afteen months ago we read in
onr daily Press the statement of o man
who had been in Hamburg and who said,
“There is talk about the bombhing of Eng-
land, but in Hamburg you ean go for a mile
without meeting a tram or a taxi or being
able to get a eup of tea. For the space
of a square mile fthere is not a huilding
standing of any size, and the city i3 being
bomhed cverv night!” He had also been in
Hawm and he said the plaee was a
shambles. All this was published here in
Perth. The Germans are not getting it all
their own way.

The further they get into Russia, the fur-
ther thev will have to eart all their muni-
tions. That will he their tronble, Members
who have read hooks issued in the Jast two
or three venrs will know something of these
matters. A hook on Russia by the photo-
graphic artist James Abbe—one of the best
journalistie photographers in America—re-
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produees numerous photographs the taking
of which was prehibited and which he had
to smuggle out of Russia. That hook gives
a great deal of information. Any member
who considers that the Russians are at the
snd of their tether should consult the book
and that of Max Woerner.  Then he will
realise how far the Russians are from being
at the end of their tether. This however,
daes not detract from the faet that the
British Ewpire is engaged in what Hitler
sl would be a total war. With some pre.
vious spenkers, I regret that this country
has not dene all it should have done. I do
not know how many people realise that we
are opposed to n nation that is dishonest
and earrying on a total war. T helieve we
should make a totnl coffort to fight our
enemy, which ecommenced organising for
war in 1933 and so had seven years’ start
of the British Empire. Those members
{aking an interest in the subjeet and noting
the alterations and the changes in the work
done not only in this State but throughout
Australia must be aware that a very much
greater amount of work has been done in
the Fastern States. The books of experts
should convinee ns that the change-over in
Australia in only two years of war has been
remarkable, But that should only spur us
on to greater effort.

More work should be done in this State
than has hitherto been done. 1 do not
know whether other members have visited
the fuctories at Welshpool. These are not
constructed of brick, but of wood. In the
Eastern States similar faetories aore built
more solidly, thus conveying the idex that
they will be used after the war, wherens
ihaze built in Western Australia will prob-
ably he the first to go. We ought by this
time to have the new munitions factory in
working order. We should be turning out
some of the equipment which it eannot be

denied our military authorities say they are’

short of foday. In my opinion, members
are entively wrong in disclosing an alarmist
spirit merely heeanse of what might turn
oul to he a temporary defeat. I hope that
in the near future we shall receive nows
that will cheer up their

Mr. JJ. Hegney: Depressed spirits!

Mr, CROSS: Their fAagging spirits. I
am not an alarmist. I have realised all
along that we arve faced with a gigantic
task and that the war would last for a long
time. T believe it will be deeided in the
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Midile East. Before the war has pro-
cceded much further we shall have an army
fighting in Tran, which is a large country,
I Great Britain, with the help of Russia,
can prevent the Germans from getting
through to the oilfields of Iran and the
(Cancasus it will shorten the war.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. A.
H. Panton—Leederville) [7.43]: The debate
this evening on the Bill gives a fair idea
of what we might expeet if we had a secret
session. T have listened with a good deal
of amusement tonight

Mr. Doney: That is a wrong attitude to
adopt towards the debate.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
want the hon. member to tell me whether I
am right or wrong.

Mr. Doney: I am telling you just the
same.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It goes
in one ear and out of the other. The hon.
member has not the brains to stop any-
thing from doing that. I repeat, I have
listened to the debate with a pood deal of
amusement.

Member: And amazement!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. It
reminds me of the last war and the war
before that, and the nuinber of arm-chair
erities we had during those two wars. It
has always seemed extraordinary to me that,
notwithstanding that we have highly skilled
military experts and highly skilled adminis-
trators, the man in the street knows more
than they do.

Mr. Warner: Kerbstone Kitcheners!

Mr. Doney: The point is that he is en-
titled to express his opinion.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Will you,
Mr. Chairman, tell me when it i3 my turn?
Let us take our minds back to the last three
or three-and-a-half years. The British Em-
pire was a pacifist empive; there is no doubt
about that. I think we must all agree that
the whole Empire, including Australia, has
done a remarkable job in that time. I had
an opportunity to observe what was being
done in the Eastern States towards our war
effort. I join in the regret that Western
Australia has not received as many orders
for munitions as we would like to get, but
I am ¢nough of an Anstralian to know that,
irrespective of whether we are Qneens-
landers or Western Australians, Australia
has done a wonderful job.
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At the munition works in Vietoria and in
New South Wales, tens of thousands of
pounds worth of munitions are being manu-
factured. These munitions are essential for
the use of oyr troops in the Near East, as
we term it. We have every right to be
proud of Australia. A member may get
up in this House and quote an individual
case,. or even two or three eases, in respect
of which our huge organisation may per-
haps be criticised. Two or three weaklings
may have got info the A.LF, but surely
our suthorities should not be blamed for
that, During the 1914-18 war over 400,00¢
men enbisted. Some of those who got to
England were found to be unfit for servics;
but they got there simply because they were
enthusiastic and anzious to help; like good
Australians, they wented to get there.
Surely, that was no great detriment to onr
military authorities who organised the first
AIF. What happened in the 1914-18 war
in that respect may have oceurred in this
war. I am not sure whether this debate
is an attack on the Federal Government or
the State Government.

Member: It is not an attack.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tf it i3
not an attack, then I do not know what it
is.
Mr. MeDonald: There is serious need for
co-operation to do more to help the war
effort.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If that
is what this debate intended to acecomplish,
it cannot by any stretch of imagination be
said to have heen achieved. There is room
in this State for every man and woman
to do something to belp the war effort. It
15 useless for the member for Mt. Magnet
{Mr. Triat) or anybody else to complain
that he has not been asked to do anything,
I have not been asked to do anything.
Wonld to God T was younger; I would go
to this war, but I am not younger and can-
not go. Even if I could go, I would not
beeause I appreciate that T would he a
menace to my comrades.

Hon., €. G. Latham: You would be a
handicap, not a menace.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I would
be a menaee to my comrades; the Leader
of the Opposition is aware of that. But
that does not prevent me from helping in
other ways. There are seores of oppor-
tonities for men to help who are unable
to take up a rifle and fight. There is no
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argument about that. In common with the
members of this House, excluding the
Premier, I do not know what has been done
at conferences in connection with the war
effort. I know what has been published in
the Press. I am no more informed on the
matter than are members opposite or than
the man in the street. Like the man in the
street, I do not know what is in the Federal
Government’s mind, and, like him, I have
to take what I read in the Press. I remem-
ber one statement made by Mr. Menzies, and
I have no reason to disbelieve what he said.
He pointed out how many aeroplanes and
tanks we had made. We had to erect fac-
tories to do that and get tools from oversea
and manufacture similar tools for ourselves.
When men in authority tell us things like
that, we have a duty to believe them. I do
uot think there is anything to be doleful
about. I remember coming from the North-
West on the “Koolama” the night that
Franee threw in the hat, We were listening
in. My, Miles and a few more were looking
sevious, and of course it was a serious mat-
ter. Tlowever, I said, “Thank God we still
have a navyv! I was chided for belng
frivolous hut I repeated the remark, What
is more, we still have a navy and still have
command of the seas. The fact that Russia
is hard up against it today gives ws some
indication of the menace with which we
would have heen faced if Germany had not
attacked Russia. T admit with the member
for Canning (Mr. Cross) that another great
man once reached Moscow, but eame back in
a different spirit from that in which he went
theve.

Mr. Cross: I have a photograph of the
hedroem he slept in, too!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Like
Napoleon of old, there are lots of people
who have looked across the channel to Great
Britain and wondered how they were to get
across. People are still wondering! So long
as the British Navy is in command and we
are producing airmen of the present calibre,
and machines are being provided for them
to fly, we shall be on top. While there is
rothing to be pessimistic about, there is a
reason for everybody to stand behind Aus-
tralis’s war effort. That is what this Gov-
croment has done and what the people of
Australia generally want to do.

It is no use talking about what the man
in the street says, and it does not matter
what we in this Honse say. We have elected
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a Government—good, bad or indifferent—
to handle the country’s effairs, and, until
we have proof that the Government is not
doing its job properly, it is our place not to
be carpingly eritical but to be up and doing
something to assist it. The Government will
tell us what it wants us to do and, when we
are told what to do, our job is to obey and
not run about criticising this one and that
one nnd finding fault with somebody who has
not gone oversea and who we think should
have gone. There are scores of men in camp
today at whom in other times people would
have laughed. Three weeks ago a man came
into my office who was in the South Afriean
war with me. He is fairly well known to
some members. He is 68 years of age. He
came to me and said, “I want to get into the
army; you must get me in somehow.” Tt
was a pretty big job to undertake on behalf
of n man of 68! However, I gave bim a let-
ter of introduction to a friend of mine in
Francis-street and he eame into my office in
uniform.

Mr. Hughes: That shows what a bit of in-
fluenee ean do!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He is do-
ing a particularly good job because he is
Iooking after the eookhouse and thus reliev-
ing a younger man for other duties. He was
proud of himself. At that agel Previounsly
he had submitted his papers for an old age
pension but today he said, “I do not want
your old age pension; I have a job helping
my country.” Someone will say, “I met a
little old fellow of 68 and they have put
him in nniform.” Of conrse they have! He
is doing his job and releasing a younger
man who ean do another job a lot beiter.
I have mentioned that to show there is a
job for everybedy irrespective of age and it
is not necessary to get into uniform, either’
I hope we will not have so much carping
criticism of Governments. Secret sessions
will not help us. I suppose I am as much
in the know as other members of the Govern-
ment and T am sure none of us hag any
knowledge that could be released at a seeret
session. When seerets—if there are any—
have to be released, those in authority will
know when to release them. It would be
foolish for them fo divulge secrets that
should not be made known.

ME. DONEY (Williams-Narrogin) [7.55]:
The Minister for Mines has entirely mis-
interpreted the debate and misjudged the
temper of the House.
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The Minister for Mines: No, I have not.

Mr. DONEY: He plainly disclosed that
fact. He spoke of carping criticism. It is
not fair to members who have expressed
themselves in a proper way to sum up their
attempt to help the position by terming
them carping erities,

The Minister for Mines: Very well, let
us see how you get on!

Mr. DONEY: The Minister mentioned
that there had been criticism of the Govern.
ment. There was criticism of no one at all.
He was not even sure whether it was this
Government or the Federal Government
that had been criticised. I do not think
anybody was specifieally picked ont to carry
the blame for things that have gone wrong.

Hon, C, (3. Latham: They picked out the
previous Government.

Mr. DONEY: The Minister seems satis-
fied with things as they are. In that respect
I think his contribution was harmfunl rather
than otherwise. The same may be said of
the speech of the member for Canning (M.
Cross). He drew some solace from the faet
that the Old Country had always managed
to nddle throngh. We wil) agreec that that
has been so in the past. The point is that
the Old Country may not have the oppor-
{unity of runming true to form in that ve-
gard in the future. Germany being the
amazingly strong forece we know her to he,
a policy of muddling through is not going
to suceeed againat her today. Criticism of
the tvpe—if eriticism it be—we have heard
from the member for Canning and the
Minister for Mines does not help in a debate
like this,

Say what we will, no one surely ean doubt
that we have not in Western Ausiralia o
real live coneentrated war effort. Every-
hody of course will admit that here and
there an attempt is being made—a brave
nttempt in many divections partieularly
with regard to Red Cross and Camp Com-
fort efforts—but the point is that all those
attempts are of a loosely-knit nature. There
seems to be no cohesion in these various
efforts. There is no central driving force,
no effective eontrol. There is ecrtainly en-
thusiasm but all too often it is misdirected
because there is no dominant assertive
leadership, as there ought to he. I desire
to cxpress my satisfaction that this debate
should have taken place.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It wonld have been
hetter on the Estimates,
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Mr. DONEY: T express my satisfaction
that at long last, and for the first timne sinece
the outhreak of hostilities, the House has
been wise enough to have a more or less set
debate on the war position. I hope the
Premier will not think there is anything
in the nature of an organised attempt at
putting him on the spot.  That was the
underlying suggestion in the speech of the
Minister for Mines.

The Minister for Mines:
gort !

Mr. DONEY : Such an idea was not in the
minds of members of this Chamber. That
would be entirely unfair. Whatever com-
placency exists, we are all, both inside and
outside this Chambery equally culpable.
There has been a demand not from recent
speakers but from those who took part
enrlier in the debate for some declaration
of war policy from the Premier. I realise
that the Premicr cannot, on the spur of the
moment, set before this House a war policy
snited to the situation which exists on
acvcount of the admittedly bad conditions
in Russia, but I do suggest to him that over
the week-end he and his Cabinet might give
very deep and ecareful thought to this mat-
ter, so that on Tuesday whilst not exactly
setting down a programme he may at least
make some remarks to this Chamber that
will indieate the Government's desire to be
a guiding foree along fim and effective
lines with respeet te our war outlook.

While the Premier is not to be put upon
the spot I do not absolve the Government
from the duty of setting the example to
which T vefer. It is easy for members of
the Cabinet to sav it is no legal responsi-
bility of theirs. Tf we in this State set
the example other States, rather than be
left hehind, will he glad to follow suit.
That in the aggregate will have a very
beneficial effect on the TFederal Govern-
ment, The question of what has heen the
foundation of this diseussion has arisen.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It has a founda-
tion, has it?

Mr. DONEY: The hon. member’s par-
ticular form of sareasm suits him admir-
ably. Even if he treats this debate as a
joke, the majority of members do not.
The imminence of trouble, of n nature we
have not faced until tonight, has put us
upon our foes. Interpreted that means
fear. There is a greater driving foree
resulting from fear than ensues from any-

Nothing of the
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thing else. Just prior to the debate mem-
bers had been reading tonight’s ‘‘Daily
News'’ and saw what was set out there
in respeet to the danger to Moscow. That
frightened them. It will not do the
people of Australia much harm. It is n
pity they have not been frightened be-
tore.

Others would salve their consciences by
saying that we, in Western Australia, on
a per capita basis, are doing move than is
any other State. I believe that is so, but
after all, that is mighty little of which
to be proud. To say that we are doing
more than New South Wales, for instance,
is no cause for pride. To me the happen-
ings in the industrial world of New South
Wales are nothing short of a national
scandal. It has heen stated that we are,
in this Btate, only half a million people,
and that we are, consequently, on a popu-
lation basis of hut little signifieance.
Although few in numbers we are, never-
theless, a good sample of Australians; and
the Australians in general are the finest
shock troops in the world. The Minister
for Mines should know that. If we do
not employ ourselves for that purpose we
are not doing our job. I could say a great
deal more and perhaps to some beneficial
purpose, but I am hopeful that other
members, instend of being in a sense
apologetic for the prolongation of the de-
bate, will feel inelined to take some part
in it. We should deal with matters here
in the ovder of their urgeney and im-
portance, and 1 do not think a more
worthy subject for free discussion could
be found.

MR. HUGHES {East Perth) [8.5]: I
am interested in this debate, first, because of
the statements of the member for Vietoria
Park (Mr. Raphael) coneerning the evietion
of a woman from her house. T do not think
he wag fair in attaeking the magistrate, be-
eause the magistrate has to administer the
law as we provide it. There must be some
mistake in the facts of the hon. member. In
the first place, we passed an Act, No. 45 of
1939, called the “Increase of Rents {War
Restrictions) Aet.”* Section 12 states—

No order for the recovery of posscssion of
land to which this Act applies, ot for the ejeet-
ment of a tenant therefrom, shall be made so

long as the temant eontinues to pay the stan-
dard rent, or the fuir rent as determined under



[16 OcTomER, 1941.]

this Aet, and performs the other conditions of
the tenancy, except on the ground that the
tenaut has committed waste, or has been guilty
of conduct which is a nuisance or an annoyance
to adjoining or neighbouring occupiers, or that
the premises have been sold by a mortgagee
under the power of sale contained in the mort-
gage, or that the premises are reasonably re-
quired hy the landlord for the oecupation eof
himself or some other person in his employ, or
in the employ of some tenant from him, or on
some other ground which may be deemed satis-
factory by the court making sueh order, and
where such order has been made but not
exccuted hefore the passing of this Aect, the
court by which the order was made may, if it
is of opinion that the order would not have
been made if this Act had been in operation
at the date of the making of the order, rescind
or vary the order in such manner as the court
may think fit for the purpose of giving effect
to this Act,

Mr, Raphael: The owner wanted the place.

The CHATRMAN: Order! I remind the
member for East Perth that in Commit-
tee of Supply discussions on matters involv.
ing legislation, or appertaining to necessary
legislation, are not permitted.

Mr. HUGHES: The mngistrate, Mr.
Wallwork, hos heen atiacked for having
cvieted

The CHAIRMAXN : Will the hon. member
kindly resume his seat?

Mr. HUGHES: I ecannot think of any
greater pleasure.

The CHATRMAN: While in this Cham-
ber the hon. member will pay due regard
and every respect to this Chair.

Mr. HUGHES: I ean sssure vou of that,

The CHAIRMAN: The bon. member will
do so, or his contribution to the debate will
be cut particularly short, In “May” on
page 538, will he found these particular
words

The Committec of Supply does not afford
the proper opportunity for discussing from
which House of Parliament s Minister should
be chosen, or whether he should be in the
Cabinet or not. The adminigtrative action of a
dlepartment is open to dehate, but the necessity
for legislation and motters involving legisla-
tion eannot he discussed in Committre of
Supply.

The memher for East DPertk will under-
stand that and proceed.

Mr. HUGHES: Do you, Sir, rale that I
am not permitted to answer the specific
facts of this evietion as hrought forward
by the memhber for Vietoria Park?®

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member can
proceed with his remarks and T will inform
him when he is out of order.
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Alv. HUGHES: 1 must say that is not
very satisfactory.

The CHAIRMAN: I would vemind tne
hon. member that I have not snch a wonder-
fully retentive memory that I ean reeall all
that has heen stated in the debate. 1 can,
however, tell the hon. member when he is
out of order. -

Mr. AUGHES: May I remind vou then,
Mr. Chairman, of this: During this debate
the membear for Vietoria Park deslt with
an eviction that took plaece in the Perth
Police Court today, and made some {is-
paraging remarks about the magistrate for
having made the order. I desire to reply
to that statement.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member may
make g reply to those statements. T am
merely informing him that under our pro-
cedure he cannot deal with necessary legis-
lation or matters involving legislation, bat
he may deal with administration, which in-
cludes the actions of the magistrate.

Mr. HUGHES: The conviction was the
outcome of legislation. I think the member
for Victoria Park was astray in his facts.
In the first place, T understand that Mr.
Wallwork was presiding in the police court
today when the eviction was ordered. If
that iz so, the tenant could not have heen
evicted except for arrears of rent, because
the only evietion order that can be made
in the police court is one under the last
section of the Distress for Rent Abolition
Act. The only ground upon which an evie-
tion can be ordered is if the rent is in ar-
rears for seven days. In that event the land-
lord may apply te the court of petty ses-
sions and get an eviction order. The land-
lords have acquired thai power from the,
member for Canning. That was his Aet.

Mr. Cross: They had it before under the
old Act.

Mr. Raphael: You know as well as I do
that they will not aceept the rent.

Mr. HUGHES: T know that some land-
lords have refused to accept the rent with the
object of bringing this Aect into operation.
I advised a tenant, “Go along on every rent
day and tender your week’s rent, and let
the landlord bring an action for evietion
and sec how he gets on.” No landlord to
wy knowledge has brought an aetion for
eviction if the tenant has continued to tender
the rent.

Mr. Fox: I know of one case, and he lost
it in the court.
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Mr. HUGHES: How could a landlord
refuse to take the rent and then ask the
court to evict the tenant becanse the vent
was in arrears?

Hon, C. G. Latham: He might do so if
be wanted to harass the tenant.

Mr. HUGHES: This is the distinction.
In the court of petty sessions the landlord
ean get an order under the legislation pro-
mulgated by the member for Canning. I
admit that the law is very harsh against
tenants.

Mr. Cross: But the landlord could do that
before my Bill became law,

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. HUGHES: One has to fight like a
wolfdog to protect tenants against this ar-
bitrary piece of legislation under which a
tenant may be turned out in seven days.
Under that Act, the landlord eannot recover
the house, even if he wants it for his own
use. He can recover it only if the rent is
in arrears. Bot there is another law on
the statute-book, called the Increase of Rent
{(War Restrictions) Aet, under which a ten-
ant may be evieted if the rent is in arrears,
but the tenant may also be evicted if the
owner wants the house for his own use, or
for any other of several reasons stated in
the Act. An ovder under that Act cannot
be obtained in the court of petty sessions;
it has to be obtained in the local court. As
no order can be obtained in a court of petty
sessions on the ground that the owner re-
quires the house for his own use, Mr. Wall-
work was evidently sitfing in a court of
petty sessions. Therefore it seems to me
that this unfortunate tenant must have been
in arrears with the rent; otherwise the order
.is a nullity. In that event the hon. member
should have objected to Mr. Wallwork's
hearing the case.

Mr. Raphael : I should have sent the client
to you.

Mr. HUGHES: T have had many briefa
from the hon. member, hut no brief has
ever produced a shilling. I do not know
where he sends the good hriefs.

Mr. Raphael: You bhave had a few; I
would not say many.

Mr. HUGHES: I do not think Mr, Wall-
work would have made an eviction order
unless compelled by law to do so, because
he is a fairly lenient magisirate. In my
opinion, he does not treat anyone harshly if
there is any opportunity to exercise leniency.

Mr, Cross: He is a very fair man.
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Mr. HUGHES: He would not have made
an order to put a woman and three children
out of a house unless he had felt he was
bound by legislation to do so. There is &
lot of trouble over these two Aects, becaunsa
certain landlords are anxious to get tenants
out of their hounses in order to lease or let
the premises at higher rents. The idea of
refusing to accept the rent has been tried,
but so far as I know it has not been tried
successfully exeept perbaps where some ten-
ant thought that if the rent were not paid
he was automatically compelled to quit. The
member for Victoria Park should make that
plain to his electors. He, with me, has a lot
of constituents who are not enjoying large
incomes, and this is a day-by-day problem
in such electorates as Viectoria Park and
East Perth.

Another point that interested me in the
debate about the military administration was
the fact that a man of 68 could not get into
the military until he secured some influence
from a Minister of the Crown,

The Minister for Mines: I ohject to that
statement; I did not say anything of the
sort.

The CHATRMAN: There is nothing of-
fensive or unbecoming in the statement.

Mr. HUGHES: I do not wish to misquote
the Minister, and I accept his statement. I
nnderstood that the man had tried

The Minister for Mines: No!

Mr. HUGHES: One of the complaints, 1
believe, is that there is something wrong with
that branch of the administration, that too
much attention is paid to recommendations
from people occupying high positions. 1
know something about the administrafion; T
have been in nearly every court martial dur-
ing the last two years. The complaint is
that there are men oceupying positions be-
cause they had friends who were able to
push them in. T think it very unfortunate
that members of the forces, when they have
a complaint, are not allowed to make it to
members of Parlinment, hecause we all know
that a good deal of petty tyranny ean occor
in the naval, military and aiv forees.

Mr. Thorn: That would be bad for dis-
cipline.

My. HUGHES: I will give one illustra-
tion why I think it would be in the interests
of discipline and would afford protection if
the men were allowed to make a complaint
to a member of Parliament. The position is
that any member of either force who makes




[16 OcrobEr, 1941.]

a complaint to & member of Parliament may -

bo dealt with by ecourt martial. It matters
not how unjust or how unfair his treatmens
by a senior officer may have been, he has no
redress. This, in my opinion, is the classiz
esse. We know that able-bodied men in the
Air Foree in this State were being compelied
to act as domestic servants to officers’ wives.
Able-bodied men who enlisted with the ob-
ject of fighting were ordered to go to the
kitchens in the homes of married officers and
wash dishes and saucepans for the wives, I
am speaking now of the famous *slushy”
case from Pearce. 'What was the position
of that man? He could not complain to his
commanding officer, becanse it was the com-
manding officer’s wife’s dishes that he had
to wash.
The Premier: He could go above that.

Mr. HUGHES: Soldiers have plenty of
legal rights. This man could have asked to
be paraded before the Air Board. Legally,
according to the regulations, he conld ask
to be paraded; but it is a big thing for a
man in the lower ranks to go over the head
of his ecommanding officer and eomplain to
the Air Board.

Hon. C. G. Latham: He eventually got
to the Minister, did he not?

Mr. HUGHES ; He did not.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Look up the Federal
“Hansard” and see if he did not!

Mr. HUGHES: One weakness of the
Leader of the Opposition is to put every-
body right. This ease is one of which, if T
may be permitted to say so, I have as much
intimate knowledge as the Leader of the
Opposition has. T refer to the “slushy”
case.

Hon. €. G. Latham: Do you say it was
not mentioned in the Federal Parliement?

Mr. HUGHES: I have not said anything
of the sort. I said the man never got to
the Minister. So that the hon. member will
not make mis-statements about this case in
future, I will tell him the facts. The man
refused duty, end after refusing duty he was
placed under arrest, and he resisted arrest.
Then he was charged before a court mar-
tial. Being charged before that ecourt
martial he had the right to be defended
by a solicitor., The charge of refusing
duty of course could not be sustained, be-
cause the order was not a lawful order;
but the court martial did sustain the
charge of resisting arrest.

(48]
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Hou, . (i, Latham: That was where he
made his mistake.

Mr, HUGHES: Yes, and he did 16 days
in close detention before the day of trial.
The day of trial was the 18th December,
and on the 20th December the man was
still in close detention waiting for the
promulgation of the decision of the court
martial. He spent four weeks in close
detention before the decision was given.
Even then the decision would not have
been given had I not wanted to go to the
Eastern States for a fortnight’s holiday,
which caused me to wire to the Air Board.
I will acknowledge that within 48 hours
we had a telegram back in Western Aus-
tralin abnouncing the decision; but if I
had not wired the Air Board the man
would probably have remained in durance
vile for another month. My word, what a
hornets’ nest I stirred up for myself! As
soon as I came into the Air Foree office
in Melbourne one man told me, **You
wired the Air Board.”” I am not going to
have recorded in ‘‘Hansard’’ what T said.
When a civilian iz bonnced like that, what
chance has a private in the ranks to go
over the head of his commanding officer
to complain? Members of Parliament
should be permitted to represent the
grievances of men in the lower ranks.

The Premier: Where the Parliament has
Jurisdiction, yes! We have no jurisdigtion.

Mr. HUGHES: I consider that men in
the lower ranks should be entitled to look
to any member of Parliament, State or
Federal, to represent any legitimate griev-
anee, We may take it that as a general
rule members of the Siate and Iederal
Parliaments have a sufficient sense of re-
sponsibility to refrain from making a fuss
unless they feel that the complaint has
some substance. The only person in Aus-
tralia T have ever heard jJustify the
‘’slushy’’ ease, or say anything favourable
about it, is the Leader of the Opposition.
All other people thought it was a seandal-
ous thing that an able-bodied man who
had enlisted for service oversea should e
ordered into a kitchen to wash dishes. If
that man had known that he could appeal
to the member of Parliament for his dis-
trict and have his complaint submitted
to a higher antherity, there would npot
have been any eourt martial and he would
not have had to suffer all the imprison-
ment he did snffer—mearly two months.
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This kind of thing did not finish with
the ‘‘slushy’’ case, Another zoldier was
ordered to go to an officer’s flat, cook
breakfast and wash the dishes, and then
remain in the flat like a prisoner until
Iunch time, when he could cook another
meal and wash more dishes. This man had
resigned a permanent job at £6 per week
to po into the Air Foree at 36s. per week.
When he refused to do housemaid’s work
he was court-martialled, and he had to
engage a solicitor and bring ali his wit-
nesses to the eourt martial at 10 o’clock
on the dey fixed, There we sat like shags
on rocks till half-past eleven, when we
were informed that the convening officer
had not arrived and consequently there
would he no court martial. So we had to
go away and wait a fortnight until the
eourt was re-convened., Three weeks later
it was decided to drop the charge against
the man. In dropping the charge the
authorities admitted that they were in
the wrong. But they refused to pay bhis
cogts. He had to pay his own eosts—in-
adequate ns they were, I admit. The least
that could have been done for the man,
in the eircumstances, was to reimburse the
money that he was actually out of pocket.

Such things can happen in an instito-
tion like the military department. My
personal opinion is that men in the lower
ranks nndoubtedly should have the pro-
teetion that their Parliamentary repre-
sentatives ecan make complaints on their
behalf. If the member of Parliament
thinks there is no justification for the
complaint, he can drop it. That provides
a safeguard. If the member of Parliament
thinks there is justification for it he can
make representations. In that way o safe-
guard would be provided. At that stage the
position had become so aente that it was an-
nounced that if the airmen could have had
their discharge, ffty per cent. would
have walked out of Pearce. The publicity
that was given to that slushy ease put an
end to the trouble; but only after
two airmen suffered, one by going to prison
for, I think, forty-two days altogether, and
the other having to submit to be placed
under arrest and to pay for a defence he did
not have to make. We, as members of Par-
liament, ought te try to get the lower ranks
the right to make a complaint to their mem-
bers of Parliament. That is what struck me
when T heard the Minister for Mines say
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that be was instrumental in getting & man
sixty-eight years of age into the military. If
that man was sunitable for military serviee,
why could he not have got in by his uvwn
effort?

The Premicer: The military authorities
often ask for a certificate of charaeter.

The Minister for Mines: You try to get
into the Air Foree without two certifleates
of character and see how you get on!

Mr. HUGHES: There has been too much
elass digtinetion in the Air Force. This is
an experience I have had. I was asked to
give one of my electors a certifieate of good
character and to state whether or not he
would make a good pilot. That was a re-
quirement on the printed torm. Of course
I thought he would.

The Minister for Mines: Natorally!

Mr. HUGHES: A month after signing
that printed form the man came back to me
saying that the Air Foree wanted another
cortificate from me such as would he re-
quired by a commercial coneorn. I gave
him & reference stating that he was of good
character~—exactly what I had vigned on the
printed form. Why, in the name of fortune,
were twa certificates requived from the one
personf

Mr. Withers: Perhaps the Air Force
wanted to test your memory!

Mr. HUGHES: Yes. T do not think refer-
chees should be required for the Air Foree.
They are not required for foot soldiers. I
have never been asked to give a reference to
n person joining the infantry. It is only
the Air Force that requires references.

Member: And the Navy.

Mr. HUGHES: Yes. It is time there
was some eriticism of the military authori-
ties. No person with his eyes open would
deny that an enormous waste is taking place
in this State. T do not suggest that we
should hold a seeret session, bat [ repeat
that any person with his eyes open can see
for himself how much waste is taking place.
As representatives of the people we ought
to have the right to draw aftention to it.
A debate of this kind does much good, be-
cause certain people then know that, after
all, someone is in a position to check their
actions. T know the neced for criticism of
some military officers, heeause during the
1914-18 war I was an inspector of the Com-
monwealth Audit Department. For three
vears I was detailed to do nothing exeept
audit military accounts. I well recall the
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reception anditors got by the military
authoritics. I koow the reception I would
have got bad I not been a civilian. I could
express my opinion to the officers without
incurring a charge of hreach of disecipline.

It would be to the benefit of the military
department if some authority, net subject to
military  diseipline, eould eriticise the
officers. I do not want it to be thought that
all military officers adopt a tyrannical atti-
tnde. My experience is that most of them
do not and are reasonable but oceasionally
one gets n swelled head, loses his balance
and becomes a petty tyrant. He makes it
very unpleasant for those who have the mis-
fortune to he under his control. These
people ean only get redress if some person
in a civilian eapacity canistand up to the
officers.  Therefore, I think we ought to
eriticise and it is not right to say that those
who do eriticise are fifth columnists. A
stapid officer, who was a lawyer, suggested
to me that bheeanse I defended a person
without first getting my costs I was a fifth
eolnmnist. He wanted to kmow if the man
had paid hiz costs before the defence and
suggested that, if he had not done so, I
was Aanxions to tear up the whole Air Foree.
That was plain stupidity, As I said, a
debate of this® character will be given pub-
licity and will put an end to the slushing.
The Leader of the Opposition said he had
snceceded In  getting in touch with the
Minister, hut he did not do so.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The ease got to the
Minister.

AMr. HUGHES: It did not. It wes dealt
with by the Air Board and the man served
his sentence. What happened was this: The
matter was raised in the Federal Parliament
and on the very day of the trigl of the
second man, My, McEwan, the then Air
Minister, publishe? a statement in every
newspaper in  Australia, inecluding the
“Daily News” and the “West Australian”
that the men would be required to work for
the officers hefore they were taken in, but
that thev were not obliged to do so after-
wards vnless thoy so desived. Those were
the very issues to he tricd that morning.

Immediately the statement was published
T wrote to the “Daily News” and the “West
Australian” pointing out how improper it
was for the Air Minister to make a pro-
nouncement on the two issues to be tried,
and pointing out that both statemenis were
incorrect. The newspapers wounld not pub-
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lish my letter. I therefore went to the
censor and pointed out to him how unfair
it was for the Minister to make the state-
ment on the morning of the trial, but the
censor vetoed the reply; he would not allow
it to be published. e did, however, allow
me to telegraph to the Rt. Hon. Robert
Menzics, who was then Prime Minister. I
telegraphed him aceordingly, and within
sixteen hours I reccived a telegram in reply

stating that the censor wonld allow the
reply to be puhlished.
The Minister for Labour: Influence?

Mr. HUGHES: Influence! No, I think
the position was that Mr. Menzies is one of
Australia’s most eminent harvisters, and he
realised what u tervible thing it was for the
Minister to make n pronoaneement on the
twe issues that were to be tried. Bat if i
had not been that he held that viewpoint
the Minister would have beeu allowed to
make his statement, and the man would not
have been ahle to reply. That is the only
connection the Minister had with the husi-
ness and I do not think he ever withdrew
the statement he made.  That is why, 1
think, judging by those cxperiences, the
new Federal Government wounld he well
advised to alter the regulations to allow a
private to wake a complaint to a member
of Parlinment. I propose to put that to the
legal representative of the new Government.
U do not intend to do so beforc he has haa
time to hecome settled in his office, but in
n few months’ time, when he has settled
down, I propose to make that suggestion to
Dr. Evatt, who iz another prominent lawyer,
and point out to him the neeessity for giv-
ing the lower ranks some protection against
petty tyranny.

ME. J. HEGNEY (Middie Swan) [8.42]:
All that has been lacking in this debate hes
heen the presence of the Ministers in charge
of the Army, Navy and Air Force! The
debate would have been very interesting to
them. They were not here, however, and
consequently a good deal of what has been
said, though mueh of it has been very con-
struetive—and some otherwise—has not
been of much use.  Had those Ministers
heen present to hear what was said, it is
possible they would have heen moved to
effect reforms in the directions indieated.

The contention was advanced by the mem-
her for Williams-Narrogin (My. Donoy)
that there was no assertive leadership in the
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community. The fact is that such assertive
leadership does cxist. Under the Defence
Act the State Government has no power to
do anything in connection with the defence
of the Commonwealth. The person in charge
of defenee activities in this State is the
officer at the head of the Western Com-
mand. He is definitely responsible for the
organisation of the military foreez in this
State and is answerable to his depart-
mental head and to fthe Minister. To
say that there is no nssertive leadership in
this community in regard to war aetivity
i= not in aecordance with the actnal facts.

Mr. Donev: 1 was referring to civilian
lendership.

¥Mr. J. HEGREY: We have a Common-
wealth Government which is charged with
the responsibility of doing thingz neees-
sary from a defence point of view, and for
looking after the welfare of civilians. It
has power to legislate and does so. In it
sphere the State (lovernment does the same
thing. The hon. member said there was no
concentrated effort in this connection. He
declared that some wmembers salved their
eonscicnces hy saying that we have done as
much here as have people in the Eastern
States. The Commonwenlth Government
has  the responsibility. Commonwealth
Ministers are responsible to the Common.
wealth Parliament and administrative offi-
cers ave appointed to the varvious States,
such as the efficer in charge of the Western
Command in this State, and it i3 their job
to carry ont a concentrated effort.

¥n regard to enlistments, it is well known
that Western Australia’s manpower is heing
gadly taxed. The officer in charge of the
military forees here would be acquainted
with the facts. There has certainly been a
concentrated effort in that direetion! The
same applies to the raising of funds for
prosecuting the war. We know that excel-
lent work has been done. The Leader of the
QOpposition is aware of what has been done
in connection with war savings certifieates.
Western Australia’s share is eomparable with
that of the Eastern States, which has =
much wider field upon which to draw.

The hon, member's observations were quite
unsound.  He said there was no critieism
lovelled against the Government. T listened
with a great deal of interest to criticism of
every Government in Austrslia, both Com-
monwenlth and State. Even the British
Government, and the British military and
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naval leaders were eriticised for not estab-
lishing another front agninst the enemy
somewhere in Europe. A good deal of eriti-
cism was levelled but unfortunately the pro-
per authorities were not here to listen to it.

The Minister for Mines is in clharge of
civilian defence and that aspeet of the war
effort, and he has gone to the Bastern States
from time {o time. As g result of his visits
we lknow that what is being done in this
State is comparahle with what has been done
in Eastern Australia. That remark applies
to A.R.P, activities and other essential work
in conncetion with civil defence. Undouhted-
Iy muoch more could be done. More funds
could be made available to equip the varions
organisations for the very effective work they
are doing, to stimulate enthusiasm and afford
some encouragement to those men and wo-
men who are eoncentrating on this phase of
defence. In the event of air raids, it is
necessary to warn the people. We know
that Eastern Australia is now being supplied
with sirens designed and construeted in
TWestern Australin.  That is a feather in
our eap.

There was criticism of activities associated
with the production of munitions in West-
ern Australia. Tno that respeet I congratu-
late the Premier, Ever sinee war was de-
clared I know, from reports submitted from
time to time, that he has done his utmost to
have as many munitions manufactured in
Western Australia as possibie. IIe has made
representations to the proper quarter and
has assisted financially in varions directions.
For instance, an annexe was established at
Midland Junetion at a cost of £30,000.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It eost £25,000.

My, J. HEGNEY : I understood the annexe
eost £50,000, of which £35,000 was contri-
buted by the State Government and £15,000
by the Commonwealth., The annexe has been
built. It is an excellent building but stoek-
ing it with machines is the problem. There
are machines in the annexe and they are
turning out some very good work for defence
activities.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Ts that heing done
in the anmexe jtself?

My, J. HEGNEY: 7Yes. When Mr
Holmes, the British Labour Leader was
here, I accompanied him, together with the
member for Guildford-Midland (Hon, W.
D. Johnson) and the Chief MMachaniesnl
Engincer of the State Railways, throngh
the annexe in which they are doing some
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excellent work. Good work is also earried
out in the Midland Junction Workshops.
Further, I have indicated that competent
tradesmen in the workshops are anxious to
do as much defence work as possible. The
Commissioner of Railways and his Chief
Mechanical Engineer, and other persons,
have gone from time to time to Xastern
Australia and done their utmost to get all
the munitions work that Weatern Australia
ean possibly do. They may have been dis-
couraged in some ways, hut we have made
progress,

The Premier has done all that he is able
1o do in the cstablishment of the munitions
factory at Welshpool. The State Govern-
ment is bearing the cost of the railway spur
line, the sewerage work, and the laying of
water supplies and such things. There is a
good deal of building being erected, but such
a workshop cannot be established overnight
with facilities for qualified tradesmen. Thai
tnkes months, but I hope the time is nok
far distant when machines will be installed
and qualified and skilled tradesmen will he
turning ont essential munitions.

The same applies to foodstuffs, Western
Australia has donc a good deal in making
foodstuffs and hoots and clothing available,
particularly for the services, and also for
the needs of the civil community. There
are difficalties ahead and we have a job,
for those not in the military or other ser-
viges, to maintain the morale of the eivil
population. Every member is willing to
do what he can. Tach member will, T am
sure, if called on take part in any activities,
such as Red Cross or Camp Comforts, in
his own electorate. There bas becn a good
deal of activity in the development of aero-
dromes throughount this State, and they are
of value to us. The State Government is
engaged in building its portion of a road
connecting South Australia with Western
Australia. That is a very essential work.
Most of the men engaged on main roads
work are now cngaged on roads leading to
munilions factories, or of a defence char-
acter, ov the one now comnecting Western
Australin with South Australia. I under-
stand the East-West road will be open for
traffic about the end of this month,

This is a large State with a small popula-
tion of a little over 460,000 people. The
manpower resources of the community arve
being severely taxed. I have met many
qualified men who complain they eannot get
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into the forees. Being qualified tradesmen
they have to stay behind and do the joh
allotted them. It is our task to do the job
allotted to us. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment is charged with the responsibility of
governing the Commenwealth and organis-
ing the defence resources to see that the
country is properly defended, and it is
our duty to see that we contribute our part
and support them. When the Premier has
gone from this State he bas done a good
job. He has done his utmost to get the
orders essential to develop our State. It is
nnfortunate we are nof closer to Eastern
Anstralia, in which ease, I have no doubt,
we would share to a greater extent in the
industrial activity taking place in Victoria
and New South Wales.

The other evening the member for Irwin.
Moore (Mr. Berry} mentioned that with
the change of Government in New South
Wales, Walsh Island was being opened up,
and that our State Government was inactive
respecting shipbuilding., As one who worked
at Walsh Island during the last war, I soy
this: If we bad a Walsh Island in Western
Australia situated close to the supply of
coal and essentinl steel plate, we would bhe
able to do much. Walsh Island was mnot
being nsed to the best advantage until the
advent of the Labour Government in New
South Wates. This State is not in the
happy position of having an island equipped
industrially as s Walsh T<land in New
Sonth Wales.

Much of what has been said in this debate
will be confined to the Assembly. The publie
will know very liftle of what has taken
place, but, nevertheless, it gives members
an opportunity to convey their opinions to
the Premier nnd the Minister concerned, and
they in turn can convey to the Common-
weatth  Ministers the opinions expressed
here. 1Possibly some good may arise from
this delate. T intervencd becavse the new
munitions works are being built in the
Middle Swan electorate, although portion
may be in anotber electorate. A great deal
more activity will take place, and we are
hopefu! that a visit will be made to the Mid-
land Junetion Workshops to give members
the opportunity tc see what is being done
there by skilled artisans. All we lack ara
machines. Whereas we previously depended
on importing machines into the Common-
wenlth, today the Commonwealth iz in a
position to produce machines whieh, in turn,
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manufacture the articles associated with de
fence requirements. As stated by a previ-
ons Commonwealth Minister, there has been
industrial revolution in the Commonwealth,
and as members of the Commonwealth we
all appreciate that,

I yegret that Western Australia is not
closer to this activity and so able o partici-
pate in the enormous amount of indusirial
development. If that were so cur popuin-
tion would, no doubt, be inecreased eonsider-
ably. There would be much greater gpend-
ing power. The diffienlties of primary pro.
ducers would possibly be softened and we
would shave in the prosperity at present en-
joyed by Victoria and New South Wales,

MPR. HILL (Albany} [9.0]: I have
liatened to the debate with considerable inter-
est. I am inclined to think that we in West-
ern Australia arc prone to shut our eyes to
our disadvantages and to neglect our ad-
vantages. Many people seem to think that
Western Australia comprises only that small
area abutting the Swan River. Twelveo
wonths ago 1 had the privilege of travelling
to the Eastern States. I saw the site for
the construetion of a new dock in Sydney, 1
went through the Broken Hill Proprietary
Company’s steel works, and spent 2 fow days
in Adelaide. In that city, wonderful pro-
gress is being made and ag enormous amount
of money i5 being spent on munitions
work. There are two facts responsible for
this: One the geographical position and the
other a sound policy of port administration
and development that nssists industry. Ade-
laide is withont doubt the least vulnerable of
all the eapital cities of Australin, We have
some idea of the defences that an enemy
ship would have to pass along the eastern
eoast in order to reach Adelaide, and from
the western side there wonld be considerable
diffienlty in getting to that city. If an air-
eraft earrier was used and it made a raid on
Adelaide or Whyslla, its chance of getting
away would be small.

I had the privilege of travelling down the
Port Adelaide River with the general
manager of the South Australian Harbours
Board. In all industrial organisations, the
two main factors are cheap power and cheap
transport. The power station there is a
wonderful concern. It has its own coal
wharf where the coal is unloaded and power
is distributed over & very wide range. Fur-
ther dawn the river is to be seen evidence of
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the advantage of cheap transport, combined
with a proper policy of port development.
In this State we have heard quite a lot of talk
about shipbuilding, The preceding speaker
mentioned it. T will tell members why ships
are not being built in Western Australin.
It is because our natural advantages have
been neglected. I have before me a copy of
the Tourist Guide, on page 12 of which ap-
j:ears a rather familiar picture. In Septem-
ber, 1908, I was on the barbour where there
were anchored six battleships, six eoal boats,
two supply ships and a cruiser.

My, Needham: Where is that harbonr?

Mr. HILL: I am surprised that the
hon. member, who was once a l'ederal
Senator, should ask such a silly question.

Mr. Needham: But where is it?

Mr. HILL: I was on hoard the United
States battleship *‘Connecticut,”’ and one
of the Yankees, a fairly acute man, asked,
{"Where is this place they eall Freman-
tle?’* I replied, ‘‘ About 300 miles around
the coast.”” He looked around the harbour
and said, ‘‘If we had this harbour we
would darned soon use it.’’ At about that
time there wns a proposal to build a grav-
ing doek in Western Aunstralia, That work
wag abandoned after something lke a
quarter of a million had been spent on it.
T was on parade at the Albany fort a»
company sergeant-major when Lord For-
rest paid a visit with T.ord Kitehener.
Lord Forrest said, “‘You fellows have been
neglected but a change is coming.’’

The change that came was a very un-
fortunate one for Western Aunstralin and
for the Comunonwealth. There was a
change of (overnment; Labour replaeed
Lord Forrest and his party. TFremantle
hecamne the eentre on which attention was
focussed and the people of Fremantle
worked for the Naval Base at Cockburn
Sound. All the available information was
sent to Admiral Henderson at Colombo.
YWhen he arrived at Fremantle, he was met
by Chief Gunner Mutton, then Distriet
Naval Officer in Western Australia, and
Admiral Creswell. Chief Gunner Mutton
asked Admiral Creswell, “Shall T go
down fo Albany with the Admiral, sir?"’
Admiral Creswell replied, “No, there is
no need. This will be the place.”” Admiral
Henderson made a flying trip to Albany,
and he sent a telegram—*‘‘ Albany in every



[16 OcroBer, 1941.]

way suitable for the Naval Base; unneces-
sary to inspect Cockburn Sound.’’

Years later I was talking to the then
Minister for Defence, Brigadier Street, and
Colonel Collett ecame in and handed him a
letter recommending the site for a naval
base.

The Minister for Lands: It was not at
Bunbury, was it?

Mr. HILL: I will deal with Bunbury
presently. Brigadier Street read the letter,
and exclaimed, ‘‘Henderson Naval Base!"
and langhed.

Some months ago I had the painful ex-
perience of hearing our Minister for
Works, who is also Minister for Har-
hours and Rivers, refer disparagingly te
the muddy Port Adelaide River. A few
days later I read in the ‘*West Austra-
lian’’ a statement that three slips were
being eonstructed on the Port Adelaide
River to build ships up to 15,000 tons. I
have seen the leading ports of Australia
and disenssed port problems witk some of
the leading barbour engineers, and there
hag never been any question about the
natural advantapes of the port of Albany.
A few years ago the Premier told me I
was a lueky man to represent the dis-
trict with one of the finest harbours in the
world. But what happened a fortnight
ago? I asked a question about harbour
expenditure. Did the Premier read out
the answer, as is usual when questions are
answered? He did not; he laid a return
on the Table of the House. Since the Pre-
mier first became a Minister, as Minister
for Railways in 1924, the port of Albany
has had the huge sum of £13 spent on it.

The Premier: It is a natural harbour,
one of the best in Australia.

Mr. HILL: Yet the Premier would
sooner use his money fighting Nature than
in working with Nature.

The Premier: Why try to improve on a
perfect port? Yon have deep water for
ships, and everything that is wanted is on
the spot.

Mr. HILL: Let the Premier look at the
picture in the Tourist Guide to which I
have referred. What does he see there?
At Fremantle what is the position? The
guns there are econstantly manned. At
Albany what is the position? The guns
there are constantly manned. One day we
may wake up to find ourselves at war with
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Japan. Suppose a ship calls to load wheat
produced in the Great Southern dis-
tricts, where does it call? At the port
with the fortifications? No, at a port
where the terminal stands out prominently
and affords an excellent target, and where
a ship leading would be at the merey of
any raider that came along,

Last week while travelling by train
with the Minister for Tands I spoke to one
of the railwaymen, who said, “I will give
five yesrs before they have to make a shal-
low-water port.” The Minister reminded
me of an inferesting econversation that oc-
curred a couple of years ago. When speak-
ing to Brigadier Street T asked whether Sir
Leopold Saville was going to Albany. He re-
plied that Mx. Jacobs would come to West-
ern Australia, and added, “There is no need
{o zo to Albany. He has assured me that
he knows that place backwards. Mr. Jacobs
is a rather wonderful man, Wherever there
is a possibility of a dock being constructed
M. Jacobs knows all about that plaee” A
week or two later Mr. Jacobs came to West-
ern Australia and I had the pleasure of an
interview with him. It was a most enjoy-
able opportunity, too. Although Sir George
Buchanan is anathema to our Government,
Mr. Jneobs had his report with him, and we
diseussed the vavious good ports in Aus-
tralia which were ncglected. Mr. Jaeobs
turned to me and said, “My word,

you politicians have something to answer
for! It is terrible to sece how yon
negleet  beautiful  harhonrs  and then

spend money on places where there should
never have heen a port.” A most peeuliar
coincidence was that on that very evening
the member for Bunbury {Mr. Withers) was
making p speech to a member who has re-
cently interjected.

Mr. Cross: Bunbury should never have
been o port.

Me. HILL: During the last war the port
of Albany was used for transports, wool ap-
praisements, wheat and other purposes.
Now it is being used for none of those
things. Albany is one of the finest poris in
the world, and one of the most negleeted.
Thank God we have the Commonwealth
Government and its road policy! Our Minis-
ter for Works, when going round the eoun-
try, cxpeets us to go on our knees to him
for a voad.

Mr. Cross: You nearly always have a
Minister in Albany!



12746

Mr. HILL: The present Premier never
has heen there,

The Premier: Yes, I have been there,

My. HILL: Teday our road transport
reqguires bitumen roads. There is as much
difference between a transport of the pre-
sent day and a ship of 30 years ago as be-
tween a bullock dray and a railway train.
By failing to equip the port of Albany the
Government has badly fallen down on its
job. T repeaf, Albany is one of the best
ports in the world, and situated right on
the great trade routes, but it is not nsed be-
ennse our overnment has not followed ex-
pert advice. T am up against a wall. It
wonld be tulcresting to hear from the Minis-
ter for Works or from the Premier why
shipping facilities have not been provided at
Albany., When Ministers go home tonight,
they should pray that no enemy will take
adlvantage ot the opportunity offered him by

the negleet of  Albany! 1f a  wheat
ship  Joading at  Bunbury is eaught
hy a  raider, our Government will he
responsible for any loss of life. There

is no senze in running the risks that we are
running today. From the military stand-
point, to my rvegret, I eannot say muach; but
I would Yike to refer Ministers to the speech
I made on the Address-in-reply of last ses-
sion. They might take thot speech to our
ieneral and see what he says about it. I
am not greatly in favour of a secret session.
I have eonfidenee in our leaders. I will au
my part, and when there is an unnecessary
risk being run I will draw attention to it
for the sake of the State.

Personal Feplanation.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Before the debatu
closes T would just like to let the Committee
know that in referring to the remarks of the
member for Vietoria Park (Mr. Raphael)—I
am sorry he is not in his seaf—I was not
questioning hig personal loyalty. I merely
thourht his remarks injudicions. I have to
remind the hon. member and the Committee
that we have about 10,000 soldiers oversea.

The Premier: More!

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: T send away “Ean-
sards,” and I know that other people salso
send them, to soldiers who are interested in
politics. Thus observations made here and
intended only for memhers go out te
the soldicrs. When they read that our muni-
tions faetories will be finished only when
the war is over, it might make them feel dis-
couraged. Like the memher for Victorin
Park, T am sorry.

fASSEMBLY.]

Commitlee Resumed.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willeock—
Geraldton—in reply) [9.14): This debatc
is as a rule purely formsl, but on the pre
sent oceasion it has developed into a dis-
cussion on the war effort. While some
members have endeavoured to exclude the
State Government from any blame or eri-
ticism, others have implied that something
is wanting in regard to our war effort. Yet
other members have said that they feel they
themselves are not able to do much to fur-
ther the war effort. I well remember re-
ceiving the day after the war broke out a
wire from the Prime Minister of the Com-
monwealth asking whether 1 could attend
a conference in Melbourne to see what eould
be done towards a co-opervative effort of all
Australia in connection with the war. Mem-
hers will recall that on the next day the
House met and I attended here and stated
briefly that so far as T and the Govern-
ment were concerned, we were prepared to
do anything we could to promote the war
effort. That has heen the Government's at-
titude, and I am pleased to say also the
attitude of the House, in regard te any
matter having to do with the war cifort.
I came to the House and had to rush away
in a motor ear to Chidlow's Well in order
to catch a train that would cnable me to
attend the eontforence. 1 wished to be in this
House at that time in order to express what
attitude would be taken by the Government
and how completely we would be on the side
of the Empire, and what our policy would
be right through the whole course of the
war. We have never deviated from that
policy for one instant.

First of all, in connection with this State's
war effort, we did not think of making
munitions the tirst week, or the first month,
or even during the flist six months in West.
ern Australia. Qur first efforts were £ build
camps and aerodromes and nll the many ap-
purtenances needed for the traininz of our
troops. The Commonwealth Covernment
had asked for our co-operation in that mat-
ter. The Prime Minister said, “*Ws2 cannot
pet carpenters or materials. Whal enn you
do to help us?" The Minister for Works
and the Avrchiteetural Division had between
200 and 300 men working for the State
Govermment. These were transferved, every
gingle man of them, to get on with work
of military importanec. From what T ean
gather, the work was done more coxpedi-
tiously here than it was done elsewherve.
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Hon. . G. Latham: Those hais were put
np wonderfully quickly!

The PREMIER: What was a rolling
field of wheat became in five or six weeks a
camp accommodating 5,000 or 6,000 men.
‘While some people deprecate what is done
in connection with the war effort and de-
clare that the State is not doing very mueh,
I ean take the row of Ministers on the
front bench and detail briefly what each
of them is doing and what each of them
has done to further the war effort. Then
some people will say, “After all, there is
some reason for congratulation on what bas
been done by the Government of Western
Australia”

Let me take, for instance, the Minister for
Mines, Hon. A. H. Panton, who is also
Minister for Civil Defence. Mr. Panton
has attended conferences in the Eastern
States. As regard eivil defence, a highly im-
portant aspect of the war cffort, this State
is as far ahead as any other Australian
State, if not further ahead. After much
effort in the passing of legislation, we have
been able to publish in the Press this moyn-
ing a regulation dealing with our effort.
All phases of defence work are dealé with.
The ovganisation is ready. Thousands of
our people have enlisted in civil defence
and are doing excellent work. They will
if the necessity arises—and, of eourse, I am
hopeful it will not—do wonderful work in
rezard to eivil defence. They have been
thoroughly trained and have had the use
of necessary equipment in the course of their
iraining. Some people ask what the State
Government has done in regard to the war
effort. One impertant point must be borne
in mind; it is that the State Parliament has
no jurisdietion over the war efiorf. The con-
trol of that effort is vested in the Common-
wealth. We, as a State, can mould publie
opinion, but the veal defence authority is
the Commonwealth Parliament.  All that
appertains to the war is under the control
of that Parliament.

I was sorry to note at the beginning of
this debate the pessimistic tone of some of
the speakers. In my opinion, we have no-
thing to be pessimistic about. A year or
50 ago we had every reason for pessimism.
The war has passed through one or two
stages already. The first stage was when
there was a possibility, if not a probability,
owing to the fall of France, of our Empire
being beaten in this gveat struggle. We
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passed that stage. It can be said we have
passed the stage when we are likely to lose
this war. I do not think we can be beateu,
although that does not mean we must not
make an even greater effort to win it. But
there is another stage before we can achieve
final victory. Every portion of the Britich
Empire, including Australia, must exert
every effort to win the war as quickly as
possible.

Western Australia has achieved a wonder-
ful record in the war effort, in enlistments,
eontributions to war savings certificates, con-
tributions to funds for the assistance of sol-
diers’ dependants, camp funds, Red Cross
and other movements that have been inaug-
urated and carried on so successfully. Tt is
cormmonly admitted that Western Australia
has a bhetter reecord in this respect than has
any of the other States. T have received let-
ters from people in the Eastern States in-
dicating that they did not know to whom
else to write and expressing their thanks for
the wonderful time their sons and nephews
had while passing through this State. A
feeling of gratitude prompted those people
to express their thanks. Without patting
oursclves too much on the back or priding
aunrselves too much, T think there is genernl
recognition that owr Statc has excelled the
other States in the war effort. QOur enlist-
ment record is hetter than that of the ofher
States. We have had to arrange for the
{raining and acecommodation of our recruita.
In that respect the State Government has
been of great assistance to the Common-
wealth, assistanee which is much appre-
ciated. :

Apart from the Minister for Mines, who
is in charge of civil defence, my rolleague,
the Minister for Works, has done excellent
work in constructing roads, carrying .ount
sewerage work and erecling buildings not
only for the infantry, but for the Air Force.
Even before the war started, the roads run-
ning np and down this State within 25 te
30 miles of Fremantle were in excellent eon-
dition for the speedy transport of troops
should an enemy land anywhere within that
distance. These roads were eonstructed by
the State Government before the war com-
menced, becanse the Federal Government
considered them neccessary. I do not wish
to speak ahout myself, but when I have had
the opportunity of speaking on hehalf of
the State or doing anything on its bebalf, ¥
have always committed it as deeply as I
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conld to further the war eiffort,. 1 have
placed our railways and our engineering ey-
tablishments at the disposal of the Federal
Government.  Should that Government ask
me, a8 Premier, for this utility or that util-
ity, without ado it will by placed at its dis-
posal. I have committed the State to that
help right from the ecommencement of the
war.

My colleague, the Minister for Lands, has
done excellent work in connection with sur-
veys of our const. We had had before the
war imperfeet surveys of many parts of our
coast and inland distrvicts, Because the Fed-
eral Qovernment asked us to perfect the
surveys, the Minister for Lands immediately
took steps to do so, with the resnlt that in-
formsation as to the survey of thousands of
miles of our eoast has been supplied to the
military authorities in easec of an attack
against our shores. Admittedly, an excellent
job has been done in this respect.

So I could take each Mimister in turn
and tell the Hounse what eack has done. The
Mimdter for Industrial Developmeni has
harnessed all the resources of public and
private works in the State, so that they ean
immediately be placed at the disposnl of the
Commonwealth. The Board of Area
management, which represents the Fede-
ral Qovernment in regard to supply
of munitions, has merely to ask for
information ox to any matter aifect-
ing munitions, foodstuffs, clothing, medieal
supplies, optical goods and seientifie instru-
ments—some of these are being made in
Western Australin now—and the informa-
tion 18 at onee available. In many instances,
such information has already heen given to
the Federal Government.

In this State there is perfeet co-operantion
between the State and private employers in
regard to mobilisation for the war cffort,
I ean pgive the House instances of where
the Railway Department has aceepted con-
traeta for various types of munitions and
hag parcelled out the work to as many as
ten sub-contractors, all working together to
achieve a common end. The Minister for
Railways has taken a keen interest in the
war effort. He has information regarding
machinery and buildings required by the
Commonwenlth Government,  The Federal
Government itself has made a contribution
of about £30,000 towards this work. That
(Qovernment has also made arrangements for
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the State al the conelusion of the war to
{ake over the buildings at cost price, less 10
per cent. We can make use of them.

The Minister for the North-West is look-
ing after our shipping problems. 1In this
respeet there is hearty co-operation hetween
the State and the Commonwealth. Other
ships were chartered and shipping was di-
verted when there was immediate neeessity
for fortifications at Darwin. In faet, the
Minister for the North-West was subjected
to eritieism by people at the ports between

Perth  und  Wyndham  because  some
cargo  was  shut out from the State
ships, in order that the many neces-

sary reguirements to hury on the fortifieu-
tion of what was eonsidered to be a vulner-
able part of Australia and was thought to
be in danger from the Far East, or what
is to us the Near North, might be fortheom-
ing, All these Ministers who together make
up the Government have had a very big
band in assisting to carry out the Govern-
ment's policy and the policy of this Parlia-
tnent in regard to giving every assistance in
conneetion with the war cffort. When we
had renched the stage of having contri-
buted as much &s we possibly could in that
direction we set out to ascertain what we
could do in conneetion with munitions, 1
admit it was o very hard row to hoe.

The Federal Government was dominated
by ihe people who oceupied high positions
in comemercinl life and spid “We con do
things easier, more cheaply and more expedi-
tiously if they are done where similar work
has heen carried out previously. It is easier
to undertake the task of extending an estub-
hished factory than to set up another factory
with a distinet organisation and personnel in
nnother part of the enuntry altogether.” In
the first twelve months annexes were added
to cstablished centres of produetion and it
was only when there wns eonsiderable agi-
tation from outlying States, and demands
were made at Premiers' conferences and else-
where that the other States should have a
share in the production necessary for the
successful proseention of the war, that it
wns decided that munitions works should he
established elsewhere.

Sareastic remarks were made by the mem-
ber for Vietoria Park (Mr. Raphael} to
which the member for Subiaco (Mra, Cardell-
Oliver) took exception, to the effect that the
Welshpool factory might be making muni-
tions in fonr or five years’ time. I would
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point out that not six months have elapsed
since a deecision was made 1n regard to the
works. The Federal Government said “We
must do something in Western Australia.
What can yon do as a State Government?”
I replied, “You can write your own ticket.
Anything vequived in the way of sewerage,
water supplies, tramways, roads, railway
conununieations, ete., the State Government
will eo-opurrate in providing” Foar or five
months ago this site had not been seleeted,
and now we have to provide a quarter of a
million pounds for a building, ete. That
is a very large amount of money for a
comparatively small population to find.
It is to be spent in six months in ereeting
buildings and necessary appurtenances,
creating an  organisation, getting  to-
gether o personnel and doing ail those
things that take a long time in a small place.
This is not like the United States where
there are 130,000,000 people in an area not
much Jarger than Australia, with generations
of experience in these matters. We have never
hefore done anything in Western Australin
like this. We have never attempted it, vet
within six months of the day the site was
relected and the word given to start, build-
ings wilt be erected.

But that is not the most important part.
There is no hurry in regard to the build-
ing. It is the machines that are neeessary.
They are the important part of this muni-
tions faetory. The member for Vietorin
Park =aid that we should be working night
and day. I suppose we could finish within
flve or six weecks hat it is no use finishing
if at the end of that time we have not tho
machines to do the work the buildings were
designed to do. The buildings will be ready
by the time the machines are ready. Some
people deery Anstralia’s efforts but I meet
peaple of all sorts and eonditions including
zome very yepresentative people like Sir
Alexander Roger who was selected by the
British Government, ns an cxpert in muni-
tions manufacture, to advise what should
he dune in eonneetion with munitions pro-
duction. I would point out that the vie-
torious advanee of the Aunstralion and
British units in Bardia, Sidi Bavani and
Tobrnk were made with the help of muni-
tions manufactured in Australia.

Except for mnnitions from Awmeriea
under the Lease and Lend Aet, almost the
wheole of the munitions used by our army in
the Near East are provided hy Australia,

Sir Alexander, who is the highest authority
the British (iovernment eould got, came to
Australin and said that the effort Australin
had made was “amazing.”  That was the
word he used. He is not a young enthusias-
tie man, liable fo say silly things hut a very
stoid, wolid English gentleman with forty
yenrs' experience of munitions manufacture.
He was delighted with what we were doing
in Western Australin, but when he saw
whal was achieved in the Eastern States in
regard to the development of munitions
making he was amazed. Once we eould not
make motor ears in Australia, Taxation was
imposed to the extent of a million pounds
prior to the ontbreak of war in order to
subsidise the cstablishment of the motor in-
dustry in  Anstralia, yet before the war
had been prosecuted for ten months we were
making aeroplancs whieh is a much more
diffieult task than is the econstrnction of
motor cars. We are now making aeroplanes
at the rate of 18 or 20 a week.

Mr. North: The whole cffort is £ar higger
than that which took place during the last
war.

The PREMIER: We did nething during
the last war in regard to munitions exeept
in the matter of rifles and small arms. The
rest came from Great Britain, but now
shells and bomhs and all sorts of munitions
are heing manufactured in Australia. More-
over, Australin haz sent hundreds of thou-
sands of tons of steel to Great Britain,
Britain, the home of steel manufacture, has
had sent to it hundreds of thousands of tons
of sfeel from Australia which could not do
anything in the manufacturing line a few
years ago.

Mr. Sampson: Tt would be a pity to be
satisfled !

The PREMIER : T have said that we have
renched n stage where it is quite wrong to
destrov the morale of the people, and te
cast doubts. We have every reason to be
confident of our own effort, hut every rea-
son also mot to be smugly complacent.
We ean he satisfied that we have done u
good job but we should not be satisfied that
that is all we need do. Every onnce of effort
must be made by the whole of the people to
enable ns to emerge vietorious from this
conflict, Though it costs us millions of
pounds, if we ean win this war within from
aix to twelve months we will have been justi-
fied in roncentrating every effort towards
that end.
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Some people say that every single person
should he employed. 1 have said that to
the Federal Government many times at con-
ferences. I have told Federal Ministers that
we have n¢ right to have anybody unem-
ployed at a time like this, that everybody
should be doing something. I think we have
reached the stage where almost everybody i3
cmployed, but T remind members that in
Great Britain, which hos snffered all the
horrors of devastation due to hombarvdment
and where it might be thought the people
would be working fifteen hours a day to re-
build, there are tens of thousands of unem-
ployed.

Hon, C. G. Latham:
materials.

The PREMIER: Are we in a better posi-
tion to seenre materials? There are some
people whe decry what has been done in
Australin. T am not an apologist for the
Federal Government in regard to what has
been done. Every Government that under-
takes a new task is liable to make mistakes,
and if it does so it is the duty of those who
perceive the mistakes to offer eriticism as a
result of whieh an alteratinn may be affected
to improve the situation.

Mr. Sampson: It would be unwise to taka
as a compliment a statement made by a visi-
tor. Such remarks are often made ont of
courtesy.

The PREMIER: This man had a very
serious job to do. There was a meeting of
representatives of all the countries south-cast
of the Mediterranean at which it was stated,
“Great Britain has too big o job on hand and
all she can do is to make munitions to
defend herself and contiguous ecountries,
and yon people in the East will have to
be responsible for the manufacture of
your own munitions. You will have to assist
to earry on the war with your own faeili-
tios.” T{e was sent out te do that jobh and sec
what could be done. He said, in effect,
that we are doing that job and it is an
amazing feat. The report was published
only a few days ago. He said the tre-
mendous advance in production was amaz-
ing. Wg are making aeroplanes now. Who
would bave dreamt a few years ago that
we would make aeroplanes at the rate of
30 a week in Australia. Probably many
people do not know that we do manu-
facture aeroplanes at that rate.

My, Cross: They could not make them
at that rvate in Britain before the war,

They eannat pget

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER: T do not suppose they
did.

My, Sampson: Nonsense!

The PREMIER : Having got through the
initinl part of the organisation of the
war—getting camps erceted, soldiers en-
listed and the necessary appurtenances tor
their essential training—we desire to do
onr share of munitions-making. We have
made many protestations to the Comman-
wealth Government, and fimally with the
aid of the present PPrime Minister, who was
then Leader of the O)pposition, and also
of Scnator Collett—I do not want the
credit to be given to any one person par-
tienlarly—the Commonwealth Government
said, ‘“You say you ean do much in West-
ern Aunstralia: we will give you the oppor-
tunity of tendering evidence before a re-
sponsible committee, and we will then
make a decision.’’ This committce was ap-
pointed and I went East to the Loan Coun-
eil about that time,

A Cabinet meeling was held and T said
to Cabinet, 'This is the most important
job we, as the Government, have to do dur-
ing this 12 months. We have to place
proper represcntalive evidence of wlat
ean be done in this State hefore this eom-
mittee.”” Unfortunately the people do not
know what evidence was tendeved at that
commission hecause the FWederal Minister
satd he wanted the whole thing to bhe
treated as secret, and noi made publie.
It has not yet been made publie, nor have
the recommendations contained in the re
port, but the Leader of the Opposition has
soen the report and so has the Leader of
the National Party. So far as I am aware,
there is not very much in the report which
need not be published. It is a very valu-
able docutnent and when cffeet is given to
it, it will mean a lot to the advancement
of this State.

Matters have not heen allowed to rest
just because the report was not published.
As a result of one of the recommendations
contained in this 1report, the East-West
road is being constructed, and will be
completed in five or six weeks' time. An-
other result is the establishment of fthe
munitions works at Welshpool. Within four
or five weeks of taking evidence a decision
wna reached, 1hat if the State (lovernment
would eo-operate in the way I stated, this
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work would be carried out in Western
Australia, These works will be ready for
oecupation about Felnuary of next year.

Mr. Sampson: The East-West road was
approved last May.

The PREMIER : This evidence was given
last April. When munitions works are be-
ing established, people withont knowledge
say, ““We have the machines; we should
#o on making the munitions.” But a con-
stant supply of tools has te be available.
They wear out.

The first thing is to have a properly-
equipped tool room in which to make the
tools to put in the machines to make the
munitions. The tool room is well under
way. Many of these things were men-
tioned in the evidence given hefore the
Commission and several of them have now
been given effect to—but nol as many as
I would like. It is not for want of ve.
presentation or pushing on the part of
the State (overnment that many more
things have not been done. I know we
could do more. Some people are of the
opinion that all we are doing is the work
at Midland@ Juonetion in making some
shells, It may be a surprise to some mem-
bers to know that in Kalgoorlie—a ploce
in which one would not imagine mueh
could be done in regard to munitions—be-
cause a big foundry is established there for
the purposes of the goldmining industry
they have machines capable of making
some articles fo a greater extent than has
any other place in Australia. Some of
the things made in Kalgoorlie are sent afl
the way to Brishane. I wonder whether
many people in Western Australia know
that these things are sent from Kalgoorlie
pnst Adelaide and Sydney and other in-
dustrial centres to assist with the muni-
tions making in Brisbane.

Apart from the engineering plants of Hos-
kms, Tomlinsons, Hills, and Hadfields in
the metropolitan avea, there are many
smaller places. The State Implement Works
have contracts for £250,000 worth of mum-
tions  The Midland Junetion Workshops
have contracts for more than that. They
put up asg goo. a marine engine job as do
any enginecring works in Australia, We
have launched a ship with Western Austra-
linn engines, and it is now steaming and
doine its war work, We were congrain-
lated during the trial run on the excellence
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of the engines. Mewmnbers might think I am
drawing the long bow and that the Govern-
ment is satisfied. We can do twice as much,
and we should have the oppertunity to do
it. The matter has heen too long delayed.
We do not want the work done in two years'
time, but tomorrow.

‘While T am not complacent, or even salis-
fied with what we have done, 1 do think
we have cause for congratulation on the
eiforts made and the good work done, not
only by Government institutions, but
by the many private engineering establish-
ments, clothing factories, boot factories, and
other factorics whiech produce the goods
necessary for the proseeution of this war.
We have done our part, and done it well,
People with the authority to give further
orders should be encouraged by the fact
that whatever we have undertaken to do, we
have done to the satisfaction of everybody
concerned. As was to be expected, when
we entered upon this new line of bhusiness,
delays were experienced. We had an order
for machines for doing a job and had just
started when we were teld that an improved
type had been evolved, and that we were
to scrap the machines in hand and procecd
with the mannfaeture of the up-to-date ma-
chines. In these days of highly mechanised
warfare, it would not be of much use em-
ploying sbsolete machines; the most up-to-
date must be used.

Mention has been made of the Bren gun.
Do members realise that 1,500 to 2,000 blue
prints are nceessary in order to make a
Bren gun, and that it is a tremendous ac-
complishment to get a complicated machine
like a Bren gun manufactured? The Bren
is the simplest of machine guns, but in Eng-
land it took three years to turn out the
run after the plans had been made avail-
able. We have had to do a munch guicker
Job.

Hon. C. G. Latham: There are Bren guns
at Northam, and they are heing used, in
spite of a statement to the contrary.

The PREMIER: Such guns have to he
very accurate; it is of no use manufacturing
a gun that may do the wrong thing. Tonls
had to be obtained from all paris of the
world in order to make the machines that
do the work, and this was no simple matter.
Those who have seen what has been done
in conneetion with the manufacture of muni-
tions realise that the preparations toke a
long time.
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Hon. C. G. Latham: It is much easier to
talk about than to do.

The PREMIER: It is easier to say what
we will do than to get it done. To evolve
all these things necessarily takes a long
time. The Minister for Railways has sug-
gested that members will be given an oppor-
tunity to visit the Midland Junction Work-
shops—in the near future, I hope—in order
that they may see what is being done. We
have doubled the capaeity for making shells,
and in regard to engines——

Hon. C. G. Latham: And propellor shafts
and propellors.

The PREMIER: Yes, I could go on
cnumerating various lines. I do not wish to
diseuss the matter further, but I felt rather
concerned and disappointed at some of the
earlier speeches. 1 feel that Parliament has
a responsibility to discourage pessimism, to
display confidence and help to maintain the
morale of our people, which is a very im-
portant consideration. Therefore I desired
to say suflicient to show that our confidence
is soundly based. We have a very good rea-
son for feeling confident regarding our war
effort. If we feel we have done our part,
we shall be in a much better position to
maintain the morale of our people. I think
it will come as a surprise to most people to
learn that we have done so much. It is no
mean effort that, within a couple of vears of
the commencement of the war, we should
have cstablished an entirely new industry in
this State, If, two years ago, somebody had
said that by now we would be making muni.
tions to a value of well over a million
pounds a year, people wonld have asked,
“How will that be possible? How will you
Bie able to get the plant?”

I have no objection to the debate that has
taken place. So far from its deing any
harm, T think it will ¢lear the atmosphere
and have a good effect. Further, I helieve
that the information that has been snpplied
regarding the many things we are doing will
be appreciated. In dealing with this mat-
ter we can exelude all party considerations.
We have done what could be done, and any-
thing that may be asked by the Common-
wealth of this Government will be done.
The more we ean do, the hetter pleased we
shall be. There is no joh too big for us to
tackle. We are prepaved to do whatever is
vequired; we have the will to do it, and an
absolnte anxiety to be of the greatest pos-
sible assistanee to the Commonwenlth. By

[ASSEMBLY.]

so doing we, though only a comparatively
small factor, shall be playing our part in
the tremendous effort that will enable the
Allies to win victory in the great struggle in
which they are engaged.

Question put and passed,

Resolution and the

adopted.

reported report

In Commitiee of Ways and Means.

The House resolved into Committee of
Ways and Means, Mr. Marshall in the Chair.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. (. Willeock—
Geraldton) [257]: I move

That towards making good the Supply
granted to His Majesty for the services of the
year ending the 30th June, 1942, 3 sum not
excecding £1,200,600 he granted out of Con-
solidated Revenue.

Question put and passed.

Resolution and the

adopted.

reported report

All Stages.

In accordance with foregoing resolutions,
Bill introdueed, passed through all stages
without debate and transmitted to the Coun-
cil.

BILL—WILLS (BOLDIERS, SAILORS,
AND AIRMEN).

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Couneil.

BILL—DEATH PENALTY ABOLITION.
Third Reading.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER
[10.2]: T move—
That the Bill he now read a third time.

{Subiaco}

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [10.3]: I
oppose the third reading of the Bill. I
had intended to speak on the second reading,
but unfortunately, being out of the Chamber
for a few moments, I missed my oppor-
tunity.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: It is a pity yen are
not out of the Chambher now.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The hon. member
should be broadminded enough to realise
that we all have our individual opinions on
the important subjeet of her Bill. T am
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not trying to make any capital out of my
opposition to the measure. I listened to her
reply on the second reading debate, and the
arguments she advaneed in support of the
Bill. I should add that T also listened to her
when she was putting up her case in mov-
ing the sceond reading. I was not in the
slightest degree impressed with cither that
speech or with the reply which she made,
I wag, however, impressed, and I am sure
the Chamber as o whole was impressed, with
the speech delivered by the ruember for Mt.
Marshall (Mr, Warner), Evidently that
hon. member had given the subject a great
deal of attention and had done a great deal
of research in conneetion with it. At the
eonclusion of his speech he was unanimonsly
applauded on both sides of the Chamber.
The member for Subiaco, in replying, said
that the opposition of the member for Mt.
Marshall to the Bill was due to his training.
As he had formerly been in the police foree,
his mind, she suggested, was led in that
direetion,

Everyone must admit that the feature of
the oppesition to the Bill was the spcech
of the member for Nedlands—one of his
many masterpieces. The hon. member's
argument must have impressed everyone.
The Bitl would have had na chance of ob-
taining support here had not its subject
appesared as a plank in a political platform.
I will not delve into premeditated murders
and other horrible crimes committed in
Western Australia, I merely asgerf that
while the death penalty remains on the
statute book of Western Australin, we have
a deterrent from murder. The death penalty
is what ig feared. The member for Subiaco
declared that the speech of the member for
Nedlands was only the result of a lawyer's
training—a lawyer being paid either by the
Crown or hy the accused to get a verdict.
While abolition of the death penalty is a
plank of the platform of the Labour Party,
yet it is a highly cobseure plank. In all my
years of Parliamentary life I have never
heard that plank mentioned during elections.
I am reminded of a remark made by the
Minister for Lands, that the plank has be-
come & very small splinter, and that one
needs either wonderful vision or a superfine
sense of smell to know what it is.

My belicf is that the member for Subiaco
has been persnaded by some crank organi-
sation te bring the subject forward. She
did so, knowing that members of the Labonr

Party would either have to vote for the Bill
or walk out of the Chamber. I repeat, I
have never heard that plank of the Labour
platform mentioned. In fact, I did uot
know until after the Bill bad heen introduced
kere that abolition of the death penalty was
4 plank of the Labour platform. T helieve
that many other members were in the same
position.

Thae situation as I sce it is this; Hundveds
of thousands or even millions are being
killed all over the world. The nations being
in that frame of mind, shall we by carrying
the Bill give a license to murder? That is
what the measure means. I vepeat, the
death penalty- while on the statutc book is
a deterrent. I for one shall not vote for
the third reading of the Bill. If I can get
one supporter I shall divide the House on
the question.

Question put and a division -tuken with
the following resnlt:—

Ayes 25
Noes 10
Majority for 15
AVEA,

‘MF. Berry Mr. Nulsen

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver Mr. Panien

Mr. Coverley Mr. Rodereda

Mr. Doney Mr. F. C. L. Smilh

Mr. Fox Mr. Styapts

Mr. Hawke Mr. Tonkin

Mr, W, llcgncy Mr. Triat

Mr. Hughes Mr. Willeock

Mr. Leahy Mr. Wilson

Mr. Mnrzhall Mr. Wise

My. McDonald Mr. Withera

Mr. Mlillington Mr. J. Hegney

Mr, Ncedham {Teller.)

Noesg,

Mr. Hill Mr. J. H. Smith

Mr, Latham Mr. Thorn "

Mr. Mann Mr. Warner

Mr. McLarty Mr. Willmott

Mr., Seward Mr. Sanipsen -

(Tellre)y

Question thus passed.

Bill vead a third time,
fo the Couneil.

and tranamitted

BILL—CITY OF PERTH SCHEME FOR
SUPERANNUATION (AMENDMENTS
AUTHORISATION).

Returned from the Counecil with amend-
ments,

BILL—POTATO GROWERS
LIOCENSING,

Report of Committee adopted.
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Hon. C. G- LATHAM: It is not very
easy, without & copy of the Minister's
amendment, to grasp the position, but I
understand that notwithstanding the six
months allowed under the Justices Act it is
desired to begin a proseention at any period
during the operation of the Aet. I do not
propose to raise gny objection.

Question put and passed; the Coaneil’s
amendment, as amended, sgreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Couneil,

BILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

In Committee,

Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Minister
for Labour in ebarge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to,

Clause 2—Amendment of Section 4:

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: There
is an amendment on the nofice paper with
which I de not desire to proceed, but wish
to move another in its place. This clause
contains a new definition of the term
“worker,” based on the definition of the
term “industry” as it appears in Section
4 of the Act. It was thought that by mak-
ing the definition of the term “worker” uni-
form with the definition of the term ‘in-
dustry” where applieable, the new defini-
tion of the term “worker” would be more
satisfactory than the existing one. It is
doubtful whether it would be and as a re-
sult of further consideration it is thought
that the words in the old definition “em-
ployed or usually employed by any employer
to do any skilled or ungkilled work” were
rather fuller in their application than the
proposed definition in the Bill. In conge-
quence I move an amendment—

That in line 2 of the definition of ‘' worker’’

all the words after ‘for’'’ be struck out and
the words ‘'unsually employed by any employer
to do any skilled or unskilled work for hire or
reward and includes an apprentice and a
domestic servant’’ inserted in lieuw.
If the amendment is agreed to, the new
definition will be no different from the exist-
ing definition except that it will inelude a
domestic servant.

Mr. McDONALD: I apree with the
Minister that it is advisable to revert to

[47]
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the old definition as eontained in the In-
dustrial Arbitration Act.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That is the one in-
serted last year?

The Minister for Labour: No, in 1925,

Mr. MeDONALD: The Minister is pow
reverting to the definition of “worker” ex-
cept for the inclusion of domestie servants,
which has been in the Industrial Avrbitration
Act for many years. Unless there is good
reason fo alter the definition, it is better to
retain what the employers and workers
know, the effect of which has been uscertain-
ed by many decisions and awards of the
court. T support the amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 3 to 7—agreed to.

Clause 8—Amendment of Seetion 90:

Mr. MeDONALD: This elanse proposes
to do three things. The first is that the
court, in addition to its existing power to
vary or reseind an award, may also add to
it. The second is that, where the court in-
serts in an award what may be termed
experimental provisions, it may reserve leave
to the parties to apply to have them varied.
I agree with both these suggestions, hut 1
disagree with the third proposal which, in
effect, is that notwithstanding an award is
made by the court to operate for a certain
period and be binding on the parties for a
certain period, they may, subject to the
sanction of the court, enter into an agree-
ment varying any of the terms of the award.
The Act already contains provisions by
which an award may, in certain eircum-
stances he varied by the court. It iz now
proposed that the parties may make an
agreement varying the terms of the award.
This new provision takes away one of the
chief reasons for industrial arbitration,
which is fhat there should be finality and
certainty in industry. Once parties come to
the court after months, or sometimes yesars,
of preparation, and argue the case fully and
secure an award, that award should operate
for its term. The employers and workers
should go away feeling that for the period,
which I think is one year, they know ex-
actly where they stand. The result of this
amendment is that the employers or the
workers, who consider they have received the
worst of the court’s award can immediately



1286

agitate and bring pressure to bear to force
the other party to vary its terms during the
period for which it was meant to operate.
In the interests of both parties it is wise to
vetain the preseut provisions. I move an
amendment—

That in line 10 of paragraph (b) the words
after the word ‘‘order’’ be struck out,

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I op-
pose this amendment. TUnder the elasase as
it stands, conclusive action would only take
place when the workers and emnployers agree
to an alteration to an existing award or
agreement, and the court itself when sub-
sequently approached sanctions the altera-
tion and agrees to its registration in the Ar-
bitration Court. A serious industrial hold-
up ocenrred in this State a few years ago
in connection with the employees of passen-
ger buses. The court issued an award with
provisions diffieult of operation. An indus-
triale dispute developed, and the majority
of both parties were agreeable to having the
offending provisions amended. The law pre-
vented that, The dispute, as a resnlt, dragged
on for many weeks. Had such a provision
as this been in the Aet the dispute would
not have continued for so long. In view
of the fact that both the employers and the
employees have to agree and that the court
has subsequently to give its sanction to any
proposed alterations, this provision is de-
sirable and also safe.

Mr. MecDONALD: From time to {ime
there may he special instanees where an
award may operate harshly, or at any rate
not satisfactorily, from the standpoint of
one or other of the parties concerned. The
Minister mentioned one industrial dispate,
but the worst that could happen would he
that the award would have to continue for
12 months. If we agree to the c¢lause in its
present form we shall strike at the very
root of our industrial arbitration system, the
objeet of which is to secure peace and stabi-
lity in indusivy. If we pass the provision
I desire eliminated fromn the rlause both
employers and emplovees will know that,
notwithstanding that an award has been is-
sued hy the court after months of considera-
tion, one or other section may commence
agitating the day after it is issued to bring
pressure to hear to scrap the award either
in part or as a whole. The amendment, if
arreed to, will be in the best interests of a
system we all nphold, one that is of benefit
to both workers and employers.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am sorry the
Minister is in such a frame of mind that he
will not accept the amendment. 1 endorse
all that the member for West Perth has satd.
The main ohject to he achieved is to secure
peuee in industry, and the retention of the
vlause in its present form will not have that
effect. We know there are agitators amon
the employers as well as among the em-
ployees; sueh people will he assisted by this
provision to stir up trouble and force issues..
Those associated with industry require to
know where they stand. An employer may
have a big contract, and a variation forced
apon him in his industrial conditions may
involve great expense. The Minister should
he amenable to reason. We endeavour to
assist him with his legislation and if he
cannot seeure all he wants, he ean at least
zo a long way towards achieving his ohjee-
tive,

Mr. J. Hegney: This provision does not
mean that the whole award may be set aside
but merely a part of it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is not the
position. This may result in setting aside
the award i toto, provided both sides give
their econsent and the court sanetions the
move, The Minister should be reasonable
because, after many efforts, he has at last
secured the inclusion of domestic servants.

My, TRIAT: T support the contentions of
the Minister. My experience of industrial
arbitration is that in most instances the court
desires parties to arrive at an agreement on
the issnes before the terms of an award ave
sottled. T see no danger in the provision to
which the member for West Perth has taken
exeeption. Both parties must agree before
anything ean be done. 1 know of one in-
stance in whieh an industrial award embodied
1 most disastrons clause. ‘1t was necessarv
to experiment with it in order to demon-
strate itz effeet before steps eounld be taken
to alter it. The provision in the Bill will
help to get over that difficulty. If an awarnd
should contain an objectionable provision I
dos not know why ecither side should suffer
in consequence for even 12 months, if hoth
parties are in agreement that it is not satic-
factory. I strongly favour arbitration in
econneetion with industrial matfers.

llon C. G, Latham: The trouble is that
one or two employers, for instance, may
agree upon a variation while other employers
may pe up 1 arms against any such sug-
gestion.
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Mr. TRIAT: I do not think there is much
danger {rom that standpoint. Personally 1
regard arbitration as a safeguard in connec-
tion with all industrial effors.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I wish that applied a
hundred per cent.

Mr. TRIAT: I think that is the position
in connection with industry here. I would
eertainly not he keen upon inserting in the
Act anything that would destroy the balance
of fairness and decency in industrial arbi-
tration.

Mr. MeDonald : Then vota with us azainat
the destroyer.

Mr. TRIAT: I do not think that in ths
instance the Minister is in any sense a
destroyer.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am sorry the Minister
is so insistent upon retaining the provision
in the Bill,

The Minister for Labour: I must be right,
now!

Mr. SAMPSON: He may be running true
to form in that he is prepared to insist upon
a provision that will have the effeet of en-
couraging industrial trouble. A section of
employers or of employees can get together
and perhaps eoerce the court in a manner
that is undesirable. This may tend to upset
the true spirit of arbitration. We know
what has happened in the past. There was
an instance in the bread industry. Em-
ployers and the union got together and de-
cided to ask for certain amendments to con-
ditions applying to the industry. They were
not representative of the indusiry as a
whole.  Nevertheless they were able to
achieve their wishes and eventually the Gov-
ernment introduced legislation that was
ultimately approved. I am sure that in this
instance the Minister’s insistence mpon the
clause as it stands will engender trouble.
Notwithstanding that the court has issmed
an award after careful consideration, th2
parties affected may at any time enter
into an agreement to vary its terms, pro-
vided the sanction of the court is re-
ceived. It does not require much imagina-
tion to visualise the parties explaining to
the president of the conrt that both sides are
desirous of certain alterations being effeeted.
Provisions of this kind ecamse trouble and
tend to break down the usefulness of the
court. They encourage trickery and might
induce the conrt to meet the wishes of a
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mere section. If the Minister desires to
preserve industrial peace, he will not insist
upon a provision that is bad in principle.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: The fears of the
member for Swan are entirely unfounded.
I subseribe to the helief of the member for
Mt. Magnet that the provision would tend
to ensure industrial peace. I cannot
imagine the court's being eoerced, and to
speak of frickery is an unwarranted affront
to the workers’ organisation. The first
point is that the parties must agree to the
variation.

Hon. €. G. Latham: But there might be
only a small number.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: The amendment must
have the sanction of the court. Nobody
would stuggest that the members of the
court would he so devoid of a sense of re-
spousibhility as to sanction an amendment
unless they were satisfied it was in order.

Hon, C. G. Latham: Baut the court is not
infallible. ’

My. W. HEGNEY: Neither is the hon.
member. We should do everything possible
to encourage the principle of arbitration.
There might he oeceasions when, owing to
changing conditions, some e¢lanse 1in an
award should be altered, but witkout this
provision neither side could approach the
court for 12 months. If an amendment
is mutually agreed npon there should be
aunthority to approach the court.

Mr. SEWARD: TIi is remarkable how
some members can disregard practices that
are resorted to. Years ago Mr. Jnstice Hig-
gins remarked, when a certain matter was
bronght before him, that he could not he-
lieve suech a thing would be done. The
conrt has heen established to settle dif-
ferences between employers and employees.
When an award is made——

My. Withers: Tf it is bad it has to oper-
ate for 12 months.,

Mr. SEWARD: Yes, which afier all is a
short period.

Mr. Withers: And risk industrial turmoil
all that time.

Mr, SEWARD: I have a better opinion
of advocates than to believe that they could
not foresee conditions a year ahead. After
an award had heen delivered, e¢mployees
could agitate for an alteration, and the
pressure might become so great that the
other side, for the sake of peace. would give
way. This will not give stability to awards
and I am surprized at its being proposed.
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Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We are providing
that domestics shall be included as workers
and they will need an organisation. As the
member for Pingelly said, there will be no
stability if a provision of this kind is
adopted. At present, once an award is
made, there is stability for 12 months.

The Minister for Justice: You think there
should not he any elasticity at all. except
throngh the Court?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is so. An
award is really a eontract. If the Minister
was letting a contract for a huilding, would
he like to have it varied every five minutes?

The Minister for Justice: If 1 agreed to
the variation it would be all right.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: But the Minister
would not want to be subjected to con-
tinnous agitation. The Minister’s sugges-
tion surprises me. An employer makes an
agreement with his employees, and the par-
ties go to the Arbitration Court and have
it made an award, whereupon it will cover
a great many people who have known noth-
ing whatever about it. That is what wor-
ries me. If a copy of the agreement were
to be served on all employers, the position
might be different; but how are all the em-
ployers to be known when domestie servants
are brought under the Act? We have an
excellent condition of peace in industry; so
why not let things remain as they are? A
single agitator can cause endless domestic
trouble. I know this, having been a union-
ist at one time. The Minister should be
reasonable. If we hammer away at this,
our friends elsewhere will know what our
opinions are. In thiz State I believe, the
greatest number of disputes has been be-
tween the Government and its employees.
After the war we shall have to reconsider
much of our industrial legislation.

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the Leader of
the Opposition to eonfine his remarks to the
amendment.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I fear that in-
duostrial unrest will result from the pro-
vision. Cratuitons trouble will be created.

Mr. STYARNTS: I do not understand the
opposition to the Government’s proposal.
The policy which has proved so snecessful
in matntaining industrial peace here is the
policy of conciliation and arbitration. In
case of a dispute the Arbitration Court calls
for a settlement of issues, so that the hear-
ing of the case will not be unnecessarily pro-

[ASSEMBLY.)

longed. A clause in an industrial agree-
nient may contain a condition unfavourable
to both parties, which therefore should be
eliminated from the award. Such elimina-
tion is objected to by the Leader of the
Opposition, who points out that an award
might cover a number of employers.

Hon, C. G. Latham: Who may not have
been parties to the agreement.

Mr, STYANTS : Employers have a union,
and have represcnfation in the Arbitration
Court, and also have a representative on
the bench of that ecourt. A reasonable and
desirable alteration should not be resisted

. because of the proposed inclusion of the

domestie servant section.

Mr. SAMPSON: This matter relates to
an award when everything is peaceful, and
then this wreteched amendment is introduced
by the Minister. What a ecaricature of
legislation it is that when everything has
been argued before the Arbitration Court
and an award has heen delivered some
parties may get together and declare them-
selves dissatisfied! There is always some
dissatisfaction, among employers and em-
ployees alike. The subelause represenis a
peculiarly obnroxious type of error to intro-
duce into industrial legislation.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—
Ayes - . e 9
Noes .. .. - 19
Majority against . 10
AVES.
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver Mr. McLarty
Mr. Hil Mr. Bamnpson
Mr. Latham Mr, Seward
Mr. Mann - Mr. Doney
Mr. Mc¢Donald £ Telter.)
Nors.
Mr. Berry Mr, Rodoreda
Mr. Coverley Mr. F. C, L, 8mith
Mr. Cross Mr. Styants
Mr. Hawlke Mr. Tonkia
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Triat
Mr. W. Hegney Mr, Willcoch
Mr, Leahy Mr, Wise
Mr. Millington Mr. Withers
Mr, Nulsen Mr. Wilson
Mr, Panton fTeller. }
PAIRS
AYESR, Nors,
Mr. Stubbs Mr. Collier
Mr, Pairlek Mr. Needham
Mr. Thorn Mr, Johnson
Mr. 3, H. Smith Mr. Holman
Mr. Boyle Mr. Fox

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 9 to 12—agreed to.
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Clauvse 13—XNew BSecilons:

Mr. MeDONALD: The object ol the
proposed new section s to prevent e
plovers from demanding a premium from
a worker. In other words, an employer
must net say to a hard-up man, “*I will
take vou on at the ordinaty wages, but
vou have to pay me £1¢ for the job."
With that objective I am in sympathy, but
the proposed new section wight be suffie-
ient to debar the activitivs of employment
brokers, who are people that receive re-
ward in connection with the engagement
of an cmplovee by an employer. I have
aecordingly drawn up a preposal whieh T
think carries ont the intention of the Min-
ister. I move an amendment—

That Subsections 1 and 2 of proposed new
Section 174B be struck out with a view fo in-
serting other subsectiona.

The MINTSTER FOR LABOLRK: 1 do
not oppose the amendment, although I de-

sire the subseyuent amendment hy the
member for West Perth to be altered
slightly.

Amendment (to strike ont words) put
el passed.

Mr. MeDXONALD: I
ment—

That the following subsections be inserted in
lien of those struck out:—{1) No employcr or
worker or person acting on hehalf of an em-
ployer or worker shatl ask, demand or receive
ov pay or provide or offer to pay or provide
any preminm, payment or reward for ov in re-
speet of the employment or engagement of any
worker in any industry which is the subject of
un award or industrial agreement, or to whick
the provisions of the Factories nnd Shops Act,
1920-1939, are applicable, provided that no-
thing in this aubsection contained shall npply
to an employment or engagement through the
agency of an employment broker acting in the
ordinary course of his Dbusiness under the Em-
poyment Brokers Act, 1909-1918.

(2) No person shall aceept for publicution
or publish in a newspaper, periodicul or other-
wise any mdverfigement of an offer to accept
or receive any premium, payment or rewnrd of
the kind referved to in the preceding subsee-
tion.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: Some
doubl exists whether we can in the Tndus-
trinl Avhitvation Act provide what shall e
done under the [Factories and Shop= Aet, Tn
any evenl, that et contains a provision
similar to the one it is desived to inelude in
the Tudustrial Avhiteation Aet. That pro-
vision definitely prevents any ewplover or
wurker, or povson acting on his hehalf, from

nrove an  amend-

1289

asking, demanding, receiving or paying or
providing any premium in respeet of em-
ployment or engagement for employment.
I suggest to the member for West Perth
that he should strike out from his amend-
uent the words “or to which the provisions
of the Factories and Shops Aet, 1920-1939,
ave applicable.”’ I move—

That the amendment be amended by striking
ont in lines 8 to 10 of proposed new Sub-
gection 1 the words ‘‘or to which the provisions

of the Factories and Shops Act, 1920-1939, are
applicable.??

Mr, McDOXALD: I am ngrecable to the
Minister’s amendment,

Amendment  on
passed.

amewdment  put  and

Amendment, as amended, put and passed;
the elanse, as amended, acvreed to.

Clauses 14, 13, Title—agreed to.
Lill reported with wirendments.

House adjourned at 1122 pom.

Lceagislative Council.
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ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message From the lieut.-tiovernor re-
ceived and read notifying assent to the fol-
lowing Bill:—

1, 'ollie Reereation and Park Taands Aet

Amendment,

2, Water Boards Aet Nimendinent (No, 2).



